
Sub Lieut. Arthur Tisdall VC. RNVR, 

Sub Lieut. Arthur Tisdall VC. RNVR, who was a pupil at Bedford School between 1900 
and 1909, was awarded a Victoria Cross for bravery in WW1 when he ignored orders 
and repeatedly rowed ashore at the notorious V Beach, Gallipoli, to rescue his 
wounded comrades despite being under remorseless machine gun fire. Tragically, 
Tisdall was killed shortly after and his body never recovered.  

However, his great bravery was not forgotten.  Letters were sent to Churchill and the 
military leaders by many men in Tisdall’s platoon and other witnesses describing his 
valour and bravery, and, as a result, in late 1915 he was awarded a posthumous Victoria 
Cross with the Conspicuous Gallantry Medal.  “He was one of England’s bravest men’’ 
wrote one man in his platoon, “… all the boys thought the world of him.” 


