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OBITUARIES
Col Mark Adkin 
Born 22 August 1936
Died 6 January 2021 - Aged 84 
At Bedford School 1945-1954 - Paulo Pontine

Born and raised in 
Bedford where his family 
were gunsmiths, Mark 
attended Bedford before 
going to RMA Sandhurst. 
He was commissioned 
into The Bedfordshire and 
Hertfordshire Regiment in 
July 1956 and posted to 
the 1st Battalion in Goslar 
in BAOR. In August 1957 
he carried The Queen’s 
Colour on the Regiment’s 
last Blenheim Day Parade 
before the Battalion 
moved to Dortmund in 

1958 to amalgamate with 1st Battalion The Essex Regiment 
to become 1st Battalion The 3rd East Anglian Regiment. 
Following the Battalion’s return from Malaya in early 1962 he 
was posted to The Depot at Bury St Edmunds. From there he 
was seconded to the Special Mobile Force Mauritius in early 
1964, returning to the UK where he served briefly with 4/5 
Essex (TA) before re-joining the Battalion (now 3rd Battalion 
The Royal Anglian Regiment) for their 1966-67 tour in Aden.

In November 1967 Mark left the Army and joined The 
Overseas Civil Service, formerly the Colonial Office, where he 
became one of Britain’s last serving District Officers, firstly in 
the Solomon Islands and then the Gilbert and Ellis Islands. 
At the end of his contract with the Civil Service he joined the 
Barbados Defence Force in the rank of Major and while there 
he took part in the US Invasion of Grenada in 1983. This 
was the catalyst for his first book, Urgent Fury, which was 
published in 1989. 

Mark had always had a deep interest in military 
history and became an acclaimed and respected military 
historian writing a total of some 20 books. In particular, his 
Companion Series which covered both individual battles and 
campaigns such as Waterloo, Trafalgar, Gettysburg and The 
Western Front are regarded as the definitive authorities on 
these events. 

Regimentally he remained active as a member of the 
Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regiment Association and 
The Pompadour Officers’ Dinner Club. He was Deputy 
Honorary Colonel TA for Bedfordshire from 1997-99 and 
a member of the Regimental History Committee which 
published Aden to Afghanistan in 2014 where his knowledge 
of the intricacies and pitfalls of writing and publishing proved 
invaluable. He was also an active member of his local church 
and of the Old Bedfordian’s Club.

Mark leaves behind a family, who will remember him 
fondly.

James (Jim) D D G Allingham 
Born 8 June 1933
Died 7 February 2020 - Aged 86 
At Bedford School 1947-1950 - Talbot’s

James Day.De-Grey Allingham was one of 
4 brothers at Bedford School: Edwin (38-
48), David (49-52) and Robin (55-58).

Jim was commissioned in the RAF 
Regiment in 1955 and served in Celle, 
Berlin and Kinloss in Morayshire. He 
married Anne Austin in Elgin on 3rd June 
1961, left the RAF in 1963 and started 

farming in Nairnshire. He expanded the business gradually, 
specialising in high grade seed potatoes. On retirement his 
eldest son, Glen, took over the business. His second son, 
Michael, is a former Scottish cricketer and played 49 matches 
for Scotland and is Director of Sport at Edinburgh Academy. 

He sadly lost Anne in 2019 after 58 years of marriage. He is 
survived by his 2 sons. 

Shaun A D Bagot 
Born 8 July 1938
Died 14 February 2021 - Aged 82 
At Bedford School 1947-1957 - Burnaby

After School and National Service, 
Shaun went up to Emmanuel College 
Cambridge, where he studied Agriculture 
and was awarded a BA degree. He then 
worked for a time in a turkey business, 
but in 1965 moved to Alderney, where he 
managed a nursery and floristry business. 
He was joined in Alderney by his parents 

when his father retired in 1970. Shaun never married. 
Shaun was a popular figure on the island, being well-known 

for his love of dogs and his expertise in dog training. He ran a 
boarding kennels, and a pet cemetery on part of the nursery 
site. He had a good singing voice and before his voice broke, 
he performed as Polly Peachum in the School production of 
the Beggars’ Opera.  He was a prominent member of the St 
Anne’s Church choir in Alderney. 

In later years he suffered from back trouble and was to be 
seen all over the island in his buggy, always accompanied by 
his dog.

Anton Barber 
Born 9 March 1920
Died 4 January 2021 - Aged 100 
Bedford School Staff 1949-1962 
Anton was born in Birkenhead, and spent much of his early 
childhood in Switzerland, whilst his father was recuperating from 
tuberculosis. When Anton and his family returned to the UK they 
resided in Bidborough Ridge, Kent, near Tunbridge Wells. At 
the age of 10, Anton was sent to a preparatory school in Hove, 
Brighton and then to Marlborough College. He then won a place 
at Clare College Cambridge to read History and French. Anton’s 
studies were interrupted by WWII, and following some initial 
training on anti-aircraft guns, he was posted to India. He was 
then sent on to the Northeast Frontier, fighting the Japanese for 
over four years. Anton also got into a teaching role where he 
taught his unit about further education and current affairs. He 
was later posted to the front line in Burma where he was to spot 
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for field guns. Due to a leg injury, he was sent back to India.
On returning to England in 1945, he continued with his studies 

at Cambridge where he gained his degree with a first-class 
Honours. In 1946 Anton was appointed as a French teacher at 
Maidstone Grammar School and then spent two terms teaching 
French at Eton College. During his time at Maidstone, he met his 
future wife, Ben, and in preparation for marriage to Ben, a Roman 
Catholic, Anton converted to the Catholic faith and they married 
in 1948.

Anton and Ben spent a year living in Paris, in the Latin Quarter, 
where Anton worked as a teaching assistant.  When they 
returned to UK, they lived in Bedford and he taught at Bedford 
School before moving to Richmond, Surrey in 1962.

From 1962 Anton taught French at University College School 
(UCS) in Hampstead, where he continued working for 20 years. 
He was responsible for introducing ‘Voluntary Service’ for the 
boys who disliked sport (as Anton did!).

Later, Anton retired to Hungerford, Berkshire where he was 
involved in the Liberal Democratic Group, Save the Children, 
the National Autistic Society and a peace group. He joined 
local interfaith discussion groups and became very interested 
in environmental theology and the Green movement. He also 
became involved in helping the Croatian refugees who had been 
brought over from the war zone in the former Yugoslavia. Much 
of the work he did was, along with others, trying to persuade the 
then Home Secretary, Michael Howard, to allow the Croatians 
to stay and to get citizenship in England. This, in the end, was 
successful!

In 2002 Anton’s wife, Ben, had a stroke, and she moved 
to Brendoncare Froxfield, where she lived until she died in 
2007. Anton continued living in Hungerford until he moved into 
Brendoncare Alton in 2018.

Clive R A Brewer 
Born 14 July 1932
Died 23 November 2020 - Aged 88 
At Bedford School 1944-1951 - Paulo Pontine
Clive passed away peacefully in Maidstone Hospital on 23rd 
November 2020. Beloved Husband of Janet and much-loved 
father of Sian and Leila.

Robert ‘Rocky’ E Bright 
Born 13 November 1947
Died 30 September 2020 - Aged 72 
At Bedford School 1956-1965 - St Cuthbert’s

Rocky graduated from Imperial College 
London in 1969 with an Honours 
Degree in Chemistry, during which he 
specialised in organic and biochemistry. 
He worked at the Water Pollution 
Research Laboratory, Stevenage until it 
was privatised in 1974, after which he 
was transferred to the Department of 

the Environment, Ministry of Transport, in London. There he 
worked in the Transport of Dangerous Goods Section, mainly 
on vetting and preparing regulations governing the transport 
of explosives and of petroleum spirit until he left to take a post 
with Anglian Water in 1978.

When it became The National Rivers Authority in 1989, 
Rocky became Area Support Officer and subsequently Area 
Health & Safety Coordinator and as such a member of the 

Area Management Team until the end of June 1994.
Rocky was a keen oarsman and since school was heavily 

involved in the sport of rowing. He joined Bedford Rowing 
Club in 1961 aged thirteen and a half, and became a coach 
from 1970, during which time he studied sports physiology off 
his own back to enhance his coaching, although he did not 
take any exams in the subject. He instigated a junior section 
of the club in the early 1970s and was secretary of the club 
and captain five times and was an honorary vice-president.

John B D Burnett (photo – John Burnett) 
Born 25 January 1947
Died 21 August 2021 - Aged 74 
At Bedford School 1960-1965 - Burnaby

A member of the 1st VIII John attended 
RMC Sandhurst following Bedford and 
was a member of the Sandhurst VIII and 
later rowed for the Army (1967). 

John was a founding member of 
Doncaster Rowing Club (DCR), becoming 
its first chairman. He was a talented 
coach, and made a massive contribution 

to the running of DRC.

Robin A Chrystal 
Born 15 March 1958
Died 8 November 2020 - Aged 62
At Bedford School 1966-1976 – Paulo Pontine
Robin was a journalist and worked in newspapers and 
broadcasting for more than 30 years. He was the BBC 
Political Reporter and most recently wrote for the Bedford 
Independent as Municipal Man. 

Fraser A Clark
Born 5 October 1984
Died April 2021 - Aged 36 
At Bedford School 1993-2003 - St Peters

Fraser was born in Bedford, the younger 
brother of Ralph, an electrical engineer. 
His father, Andrew, was in publishing and 
his mother, Christine, was an art teacher. 
Aged eight, Fraser won an academic 
scholarship to Bedford School, where he 
started up a card society. He spoke seven 
languages, including Hungarian.

After Bedford, Fraser went up to St John’s, Cambridge to 
read Persian and Arabic. He had a love of spontaneity and a 
dash of rebellion. At university, where his rooms overlooked 
the Bridge of Sighs, he was a night climber, navigating the 
roofs of colleges and chapels in the small hours. In his second 
year he dropped out and travelled around Europe visiting 
German relatives. The university took him back to continue his 
studies and he spent his year abroad in Jerusalem, Damascus 
and Tehran, where he skied and visited the ruins of Persepolis 
and the markets and mosque of Isfahan.

At heart Fraser was an explorer who was drawn to the 
mysterious in people, place and spirit. After leaving St John’s 
with a double starred First, he took off across Europe on a 
motorbike. He talked his way into the Cannes film festival 
by posing as a security guard and ended up discussing 
cinematography with a well-known director while drinking 
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wine and nibbling the canapés.
On another occasion he hitchhiked through the southern 

states of the US, where he was shot at and forced to flee 
into a swamp. He found a railway line that led to a station at 
3am. The gunman was never caught and on his return Fraser 
suffered from post-traumatic stress.

To hone his translating skills Fraser went on after university 
to the School of Oriental and African Studies in London 
but decided to switch to law. After a conversion course 
at Oxford Brookes University, he worked for K&L Gates in 
London specialising in commercial property law. He later 
moved to North Star Law in Westminster. He had a flat in east 
London overlooking St Katharine’s Dock where he lived with 
a Hungarian girlfriend. He took to communal living around 
London as a property guardian, sharing space in empty 
hospitals and offices with artists and performers. A fulfilling 
relationship with a barrister ensued but they eventually parted 
ways.

In 2017 he was diagnosed with stage IV bowel cancer. 
After years of intense work as a lawyer Fraser decided to 
go solo and set up a telephone help desk to support young 
lawyers. He returned to his mother’s house in Bedford and 
underwent four operations and two sets of chemotherapy and 
radiotherapy before being given the all-clear.

In a bid for a more peaceful lifestyle, he found a cottage 
in Swimbridge, north Devon, near extended family, and set 
about renovating campervans and campaigning for local 
footpaths to be kept open. He also tried bell-ringing.

It was a shock to discover at the start of the year that 
the disease had returned, yet Fraser’s zest for life remained 
undimmed. In his last days he was heard discussing German 
politics in German with his father and told a friend he was “still 
learning about life” as he sipped from a glass of his favourite 
red wine.
Adapted from The Times 

David J Coffin 
Born 16 December 1979
Died 23 February 2021 - Aged 41 
At Bedford School 1991-1998 - Paulo Pontine

Whilst at Bedford David 
was a distinguished 
musician who passed 
ATCL whilst still at school 
and was Head of the 
First Orchestra. He was a 
Saxophonist in the school 
band and a member of 
the Chapel Choir. 

He read English and 
American Literature 
at Warwick University, 
worked for Mercury 
Records Ltd and later 
joined the Katy Barker 
Agency where he was 

an Executive Producer for David Bailey, amongst many other 
high-profile photographers. He worked for D + V Management 
in 2008 and established David Coffin Management in 2009 
and following a few years as a Creative Consultant and 
Personal Stylist with ASOS he founded Coffin Inc in 2015, a 

photographic, stylist and beauty agency, based out of New 
York and London, representing leading creatives in the fashion 
and advertising industries and their editorial clients include 
American Vogue, French Numero, Interview US, HERO/
HEROINE, The Gentlewoman, and the New York Times..

David had suffered a triple brain haemorrhage in December 
2020 and seemed to be recovering well when he sadly died in 
his sleep in February 2021.

E Peter Collier 
Born 24 October 1932
Died 16 April 2021 - Aged 88 
At Bedford School 1940-1944 - Bromham
Peter left Bedford School after the Inky and went to Brighton 
College. He spent 1 year in the army apprentice school, 
followed with an apprenticeship in the motor trade. He then 
did his National Service with the RAF and got his pilot’s 
license. 

Peter became an instructor and examiner before setting up 
his own flying school in Ipswich, Peter Collier Aviation. He was 
also Director of Suffolk Aero Club Limited.

R Dan Dawson 
Born 6 August 1939
Died 2 January 2021 - Aged 81 
At Bedford School 1952-1957 - Burnaby

Dan was born Richard 
Daniel Dawson in Luton 
in 1939. When asked why 
he went by his middle 
name, he would always 
blame Adolf Hitler! He 
would then explain that 
due to the war his cousin 
Richard, who had been 
evacuated from the 
Channel Islands, had to 
come live with them. So, 
to avoid confusion he 
became known as Dan.

Son to a Civil Engineer 
from Yorkshire and a 

Nurse from Guernsey, he grew up in Harpenden. He joined 
Burnaby in 1952. At Bedford he excelled at maths and the 
sciences which stood him in good stead for a career in the 
family Civil Engineering firm. Dan was a keen sportsman and did 
well in Rugby and Rowing. A contemporary of Budge Rogers, 
Dan remembered getting the short straw in the Boxing House 
Matches when he had to face the future England Rugby Captain 
in the ring. He survived and bravely secured a valuable point for 
Bromham. 

Dan went on to study engineering at St Andrews before 
joining W A Dawson Ltd as a junior engineer. Eventually 
becoming Managing Director, he led the family firm until its sale 
in 2000.

In retirement Dan would say that golf was his job, often 
playing five times a week. He was an excellent golfer and was 
a member of Woburn, Mentmore and Stocks. He made many 
friends in his years on the fairways, over 60 of whom came to 
play in a memorial day at Stocks this year, on what would have 
been his 82nd birthday. 





  THE MAGAZINE OF BEDFORD SCHOOL AND THE OLD BEDFORDIANS CLUB  135

BEDFORD SCHOOL ASSOCIATION

But for Dan his family was everything. He is survived by his 
wife, Frances, his four sons, eight grandchildren and three great 
grandchildren. 

Neil A Digby-Clarke
Born 28 March 1949
Died 17 January 2021 - Aged 71 
At Bedford School 1962-1966 - Burnaby

Neil was born in Newcastle-
upon-Tyne. He majored in 
Modern Languages but went 
into Chartered Accountancy. 
This was followed by advertising 
and consultancy work in 
London. He married Brenda in 
1968 and had 3 sons. 

In the early 1980’s Neil 
resigned from his high-powered 
job and the very next morning 
his dream of dealing in all things 

Land Rover and putting a smile onto customers’ faces began 
to become reality. The Man for Land Rovers was founded, 
from scratch, in 1987. He also began to write for LRM (Land 
Rover Monthly) and for Land Rover’s own overseas operation, 
particularly in Namibia and South Africa, as well as filming 
for the BBC in Namibia. He and Brenda also did lots of 
photography, Defender touring and travel in sub Saharan 
Africa. 

Neil is survived by his wife, Brenda and his 3 sons, Stuart, 
Andrew and Ben.

H John Dove 
Born 22 March 1939
Died 17 March 2015 - Aged 75 
At Bedford School 1950-1957 - Bromham

Robert (Bob) W G Dynes 
Born 28 July 1931
Died 4 November 2020 - Aged 89 
At Bedford School 1941-1949 - St Cuthbert’s

Bob left school when he was 
18 at which time he was called 
up for National Service. His 
excellent grasp of languages 
resulted in him being posted to 
the Army Education Corps in 
Germany. 

Having left the Army, Bob 
took up his first employment in 
London. He met his wife Patricia 
Swanson (Pat) in 1954 at the 
Dujon Dance Hall in Bedford. 

They were married at St John’s Church, Moggerhanger in 
1956 and shortly afterwards moved to Wolverhampton where 
Bob took a new position with Chivers Jams. The family then 
relocated to Dronfield in 1958. By this time Bob was working as 
a Company Representative with Gillette, a position he held until 
his retirement. 

Bob and Pat had three children, the late Susan and Peter, and 
their only surviving child, Michael.

 Bob loved cats and everyone who knew Bob would know of 

his great passion for Sport. In his early years Bob played Cricket 
and Rugby. Any free time was spent following Football, Rugby, 
Cricket, Speedway, Ice Hockey and even Athletics. His particular 
favorites were Wolves and Sheffield Wednesday, Bedford and 
Leicester Rugby and the Sheffield Steelers. He attended literally 
thousands of matches and took great pleasure collecting a 
mountain of programmes. The family often joked that he would 
probably save them before anything or anybody else if the house 
caught fire! His knowledge of sports and those who played was 
second to none. Even in his last few days he astonished his 
son with his accuracy in naming his favourite players by their 
full names; William Ambrose “Billy” Wright; Lionel Frederick 
Lightborn ; “Leo” Oakley and Dennis Charles Scott Compton. 

In addition to sport, Bob also loved his family holidays, 
initially in Devon and Cornwall and in later years in Corfu and 
Fuerteventura. 

Bob’s health deteriorated over recent years but, even in his 
last days, he responded when he heard the song he associated 
with the school, ‘Bedford By The River’. In June he was admitted 
to Eckington Court Care Home in Derbyshire. 

The final whistle blew on Bob’s life on the 4th November 
2020.

Dr Iain R Edgar
Born 6 June 1948
Died 22 May 2021 - Aged 72 
At Bedford School 1961-1966 - Pemberley

My friend and colleague Iain 
Edgar, who has died aged 
72, was a leading figure in the 
study of dreaming, who had 
investigated the role of dreams 
in Islam and in particular how 
the interpretation of dreams had 
influenced the actions of the 9/11 
terrorists.

As a lecturer at Durham 
University, Iain enthralled many, 
and infuriated a few, by guiding 

students on inner journeys with shamanic drumming, sometimes 
setting off smoke alarms with the use of his smudge stick. But, 
by taking people’s dream stories seriously, he was able to carve 
out a body of work that broke new ground, helping people to 
appreciate and analyse their inner experiences.

Iain was born in Southend-on-Sea, son of Fred Edgar, a 
dentist, and Margery (nee White), a homemaker. After Bedford, 
Iain took a gap year hitchhiking through Europe, the Middle East 
and the USSR. He studied philosophy at the University of York, 
graduating in 1970, and taught English for several years in Spain 
and London. He then trained in social work and practised in 
Aberdeen for five years. In 1981, he became a lecturer in social 
work at Newcastle Polytechnic (now Northumbria University).

However, Iain was always attracted to anthropology, and in 
1986 completed an MPhil from Durham University, based on 
research undertaken at the Peper Harow therapeutic community 
in Surrey. His PhD from Keele University was published as 
Dreamwork, Anthropology and the Caring Professions in 1995. 
That year he joined the anthropology department at Durham 
University, where he retired as a senior lecturer in 2014.

A Guide to Imagework (2004) looked at ways of exploring the 
inner worlds of the human imagination. After the events of 9/11, 

Bob (on rt) with best 
man, Dick Allen (43-52) 
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he studied the role that dreams had played, when the terrorists 
saw their dreams as legitimation for their actions.

He took increasing interest in Islamic dream traditions and 
undertook field research in Bosnia, Cyprus, Pakistan, Turkey 
and around the UK, culminating in his 2011 book, The Dream in 
Islam: From Qur’anic Tradition to Jihadist Inspiration.

In retirement he stayed in his much-loved house in Alum 
Waters, just outside Durham, and continued to give talks 
and lectures about dream interpretation. He loved nature and 
was always out and about for walks with his close friend and 
neighbour, Gwynned de Looijer.

Iain is survived by Nick and Sophie, the children from his 
marriage to Anna, from whom he was separated, and by his 
grandchildren, Luke, Oliver, Morris and Sally, and his brother, 
David.
By Andrew Russell – The Guardian

John C Edwards 
Born 3 July 1936
Died 18 January 2021 - Aged 84 
At Bedford School 1943-1954 - Paulo Pontine

John qualified as a chartered 
surveyor, but he followed 
his father into practicing 
as a land agent. This led to 
his early career in Plymouth 
dealing with farms in Devon 
and Cornwall. After a 
career change, he settled 
in Christchurch, where he 
practiced as a valuer for 
many years as a partner in the 

firm of Elliot and Green, before they were taken over by the 
Nationwide Building Society in the mid 1980’s. 

John retired from practice almost 30 years ago and, 
since moving to Bransgore in the early 1990’s, he devoted 
much time to the re-design and re-establishment of his 
garden alongside a role, for a number of years, as a General 
Commissioner of Tax. 

For many years his great passions were for operas at 
Glyndebourne during the summer and concerts of the 
Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra. 

John was for many years the District Vice President for 
the Hants, Dorset and Wiltshire area of the OB Club and 
organised many gatherings for OBs in his area. 

John suffered a stroke in August 2020 and, although he 
made a good recovery, he moved into a care home for respite 
care. Sadly, he began to suffer memory loss and so extended 
his stay indefinitely. John is survived by his youngest brother 
Philip (52-63), his 2nd brother David (46-57) having pre-
deceased him. 

Peter C Eldridge  
Born 31 May  
1935
Died 30 
December 2020 - 
Aged 85 
At Bedford 
School 1949-1953 
- Paulo Pontine

The Revd Brian G Felce 
Born 31 January 1930
Died 7 May 2020 - Aged 90
At Bedford School 1943-1948 - Sanderson’s
Brian was born in Banstead, Surrey.  After national service, 
including a General Service Medal from the Malay Emergency 
due to a 6-month voluntary stint in Malaysia teaching Muslim 
Malays to fire large guns, he trained for the Church of England 
at Oakhill. He then became curate at Twickenham St Stephen’s 
from 1958-60 and Ramsgate St Luke’s from 1960-61. He met 
his wife Marion, an aircraft Engineer, on a Beach Mission trip 
to Poole. His first charge was the small village of Bedingfield 
in Suffolk from 1964-73 where he received a very low stipend 
to provide for Marion and a growing family. Marion was very 
supportive and encouraged the children by making illustrated 
children’s 1662 prayer books.

Brian worked hand in hand with Geoffrey Blake at the Strict 
Baptist chapel who, between them, “stopped gambling in the 
village”, at least church-sponsored gambling, by not holding 
raffles and whist drives. Instead Brian announced he would raise 
money for repairing the church tower by sitting in the church on 
a particular day and people could bring their contributions. This 
successfully raised the money with the minimum expenditure of 
time.

Brian worked tirelessly at building the church up from 
a very low number, visiting all the villages and surrounding 
farms quarterly. He kept a little book of church attendance to 
monitor progress. Having inherited his mother’s green fingers, 
he developed an allotment-sized vegetable patch in his garden 
as a way of getting alongside country folk, resulting in being 
called upon to advise local farmers. He left the church with a 
regenerated council and significantly larger attendance.

Rather than seeking a more lucrative living he persevered 
until he was, in due time, called to All Saints, Preston, Lancashire 
which he described as “The Evangelical Mecca of the North’’. 
All Saints wanted a Prayer Book man, which was becoming 
increasingly rare, even in the early 70s. Brian again visited 
systematically in the parish. In those days it was safe to visit 
anywhere wearing a clerical collar with the words, ‘I’m your 
vicar, I’d like to come in”. Through such visiting even prostitutes 
found their way into the church. Although it was a very rough 
neighbourhood the testimony was, “The church was never 
damaged because the people knew we cared for them”.

The ministry at Preston was brought to a sudden end in 1985 
when Brian was only 55 years old and had a serious cardiac 
arrest. He and Marion retired to Sutton, near his birthplace of 
Banstead, and joined the faithful ministry of Rev Dr John Hall at 
St Nicholas, Tooting. 

In 2001, Brian had a second cardiac arrest. Marion 
predeceased him in 2010, but they are survived by three children 
and three grandchildren.

Robin R Flockton 
Born 25 April 1941
Died 22 June 2021 - Aged 80 
At Bedford School 1954-1959 - 
Kirkman’s
Born in Dublin, Robin was educated 
at Castle Park in Ireland, Bedford 
School and the Royal Military 
Academy, Sandhurst. In 1962, he was 


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commissioned into the Royal Welsh Fusiliers and served in 
Malaysia, Germany and Cyprus. 

In May 1965, he married Felicity (Flip). They seized the 
opportunity to go to Canada when Robin was offered a 
secondment as an exchange officer with the Royal 22nd 
Regiment (The Van Doos) in Quebec City in 1967. Upon 
completion of his two-year assignment, he and Flip decided 
to remain in Canada – first in Montreal and later over the 
provincial border in Glengarry County.

For over thirty years, Robin worked in a variety of executive 
positions in the food industry with large corporations and 
in his own food analysis equipment business. He was the 
Executive Director of the Canadian Institute of Food Science & 
Technology. He tirelessly volunteered to serve on a number of 
national boards connected to his work. 

Upon retirement, Robin threw himself into community 
volunteer work with the Certified Forest Owners, the Glengarry 
Historical Society, the Glengarry County Archives and the 
Glengarry Memorial Hospital Board and Foundation. In 
2020, he published a book entitled “Glengarry and the First 
World War” and was most recently working on a video for 
the Canadian Legion on War Memorials in Glengarry. In early 
June, he was nominated for the Governor General’s Award for 
Excellence in Community Programming for History.

Robin also became involved as a volunteer for Dying With 
Dignity Canada (DWDC), a national human rights charity 
committed to improving the quality of dying, protecting end-
of-life rights and helping Canadians avoid unwanted suffering.

Robin was the much-loved husband of Flip for 56 years, 
and the dear brother of Pamela. He was the immensely proud 
father of his two loving daughters, Phyllida and Vanessa; and 
appreciative of the loving care of “his girls” by his sons-in-law 
Michael Gillissie and Michael Low. The icing on the cake were 
his granddaughters, Emily, Sarah and Victoria Gillissie and 
Sabina Low with whom he shared very special relationships.

Gerald S S ‘Nuts’ Gilbert 
Born 4 September 1926
Died April 2020 - Aged 94 
At Bedford School 1937-1944 – Bromham

Gerald ‘Nuts’ Gilbert made 94 appearances for the Bedford 
Blues for the 1st XV between 1948-58 as well as playing many 
times for the Wanderers. Budge Rogers described ‘Nuts’ as 
an equally adept full back, scrum half and centre.

Gerald was from Caldicote where he was a newsagent. He 
was also a keen village cricketer. He played only one Minor 

Counties Championship match for Bedfordshire but was a 
stalwart of local club cricket in the post-war years playing for 
Southill Park and Old Warden.

Peter G Gilbourne-Stenson 
Born 19 October 1934
Died 20 March 2020 - Aged 85 
At Bedford School 1945-1953 - Paulo Pontine

Peter Gilbourne-Stenson was an actor, 
writer and a theater critic known under 
the stage name of Peter Stenson. On 
leaving Bedford, Peter went to Durham 
University and went as an exchange 
student to DePauw University in 
Indiana, USA, in 1956. He starred in the 
University’s production on Oscar Wilde’s 

‘the Ideal Husband’.
He was best known for acting in Dr Who and in the 1964 

story The Keys of Marinus, he played no less than three 
different characters - a Voord, an Ice Soldier and the Second 
Judge. 

He also worked on the TV shows; The Prodigal, Buccaneer, 
Terry and June, The Haunting of M., The Wednesday Play, 
Thirty-Minute Theatre, and Champion House. He starred in 
Adam Adamant Lives! (1966) and in 1964 ‘R3’, a SciFi drama 
serial set in Research Centre Number Three (R3), overseen 
by Director Sir Michael Gerrard, where scientists strive to 
create and perfect new technology and medicine. The second 
series switched its attention to the centre’s troubleshooting 
department, the Consultancy Service, headed by Philip 
Boult and his right-hand man Dr Richard Franklin. In 2014 he 
appeared in ‘Lost Existence’.

In later years Peter was a Director of the Central Young 
Men’s Christian Association.

Brian G Gillett
Born 11 May 1965
Died 17 December 2020 - Aged 55 
At Bedford School 1975-1983 - St Peter’s

Brian was a keen sportsman, being a 
member of the 1st XI hockey whilst at 
School, as well as playing cricket and 
rowing. He was formerly Captain of St. 
Neots Golf Club as well as of the Old 
Bedfordians Golf Club. 

Brian was director of AST Authors 
Limited. He leaves his wife, Helen, mother 

Barbara Gentle and sister Sian Canzano. 

Major James (Jim) N A Goldsworthy OBE  
Born 27 December 1936
Died 16 September 2021 - Aged 84 
At Bedford School 1945-1954 - Ashburnham

Jim Goldsworthy was born to coffee 
planter parents in Kenya where he 
spent his early years. After Bedford, he 
was given a commission as a second 
lieutenant in the Royal Marines in 1955. 
While still undergoing training, he served 
in the Cliff Assault Troop, 42 Commando, 
during the Anglo-French combined 
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assault to seize the Suez Canal. 
Upon completion of his training in 1958, he was assigned 

to 45 Commando as a platoon leader where he served until 
1960. He spent one year at the Recruit Depot, Royal Marines, 
and then was assigned as an instructor at the Cliff Assault 
Wing, Royal Marine Infantry Training Centre. While there, he 
had undergone winter training at the Norwegian Army Winter 
School and also became a qualified parachutist. Jim was 
serving on HMS Gurkha in the Persian Gulf when he received 
his orders to report to the U.S. Marine Corps Mountain 
Warfare Training Center in California.

17 years later Jim did his first and only staff job with NATO 
in Norfolk, Virginia where he met his American wife, Kathleen, 
who was a US Navy widow with two young children, a girl 
aged 3 years and a boy, 4 months.

On leaving the Marines after 30 years, Jim stayed in the US 
and worked in public relations, security and latterly worked for 
a local newspaper selling advertising.

Dr Richard J Goodes 
Born 23 March 1944
Died 28 February 2021 - Aged 76 
At Bedford School 1953-1962 - Paulo Pontine
Richard trained as a dentist and was senior partner in a  
dental practice in Lincolnshire. 

Richard had been in a care home in Suffolk since 2014, 
two and a half years after his wife had passed away. He 
had suffered a stroke about eighteen years ago that left him 
partially paralysed and was unable to walk for the last few 
years of his life. He remained cheerful throughout this very 
difficult period in spite of his suffering and spent many hours 
reading on his Kindle device.

Richard E Gordon 
Born 29 May 1936
Died 27 April 2021 - Aged 84 
At Bedford School 1946-1954 - Paulo Pontine

Richard was a great stalwart of 
Bedford School and began his 
education in the ‘Inky’. At School 
he excelled in cricket and boxing. 
He was the opening batsmen and 
occasional wicket keeper for the 1st 
XI. He was also a Monitor.

On leaving School, Richard was 
articled to Thomson McKlintock, a 
leading firm of Scottish Accountants 
in London. From there he joined 

Plysu Plc in Woburn Sands as The Financial Director and after a 
few years became Managing Director. The firm became a market 
leader in the housewares and packaging sector and one of the 
largest local employers in the area.

In 1959 he married Adele (Ting) Gordon (nee Draper) and went 
on to have 4 children; Jonathan (77-88) and 3 daughters who all 
attended Bedford High School. They have 13 Grandchildren, 5 
of whom attended Bedford School: Ben Johnson (97-07); Jack 
Cook (98-09); Nick Johnson (99-10); William Johnson (02-13) 
and Ed Johnson (06-17) It gave him enormous pleasure to have 
them at the School and he regularly attended their matches 
and musical performances. Indeed, he was hugely proud and 
supportive of all his grandchildren. His great nephew James 

Gordon is currently at Bedford School. His brother Jim Gordon 
(44-53), Stepfather John Clover (19-28) and son-in-law Peter 
Cook (70-81) all pre-deceased him.

Richard and Ting moved from The Mill House, Kempston to 
Kempston House in 1974 and immediately began the task of 
both renovating the house and garden. Richard was a passionate 
gardener and spent much of his spare time transforming it 
into something of which he was particularly proud. The garden 
was opened to the public on several occasions to support The 
Red Cross. He had an in-depth knowledge of horticulture and 
spoke lovingly about Bedfordshire and its role in the Nation’s 
Horticulture. It was a superb venue for their very memorable 
parties and weddings over the years.

Richard retired in 1992 and subsequently took on a number of 
non-executive directorships, all the time continuing with his OB 
and School commitments. He was a very active member of The 
OB Club and was Captain of OB cricket for many years. As small 
children, his family spent many hours playing by the boundary 
or swimming in the freezing cold outdoor pool during OB week. 
Single-handedly, Richard watched over the Club’s finances and 
kept it afloat through all sorts of difficulties. He was Chairman 
of the Finance and General Purposes Committee which was 
responsible for budgeting and many high-profile projects for the 
School.

When Lord Naseby (Michael Morris 50-55) became Chairman 
of the Governors, he asked Richard to oversee the School 
Finances and to liaise closely with The Bursar. He did a superb 
job and ensured fees never went above average earnings. 
Richard was a huge support to Michael when he came up with 
the idea of setting up a Foundation, separate and different to 
Bedford School Trust. It was Richard, Brian Howard (42-55) 
and Lord Naseby who brought the idea into reality, and without 
Richard’s financial acumen it would not have happened.

Richard and Ting travelled extensively around the world, they 
flew on Concorde (the children were told it was rather cramped!) 
and sailed on the maiden voyage of QM2. Many trips were taken 
to Chile on wine tasting excursions with Lord and Lady Naseby. 
Indeed, they were founder members of The Cofradia del Vino 
Chileno and enthusiastic members of the Ordre du Coteaux de 
Champagne. During their trips to Reims, Richard showed a well-
hidden talent for the French language which only surfaced on 
these excursions. 

Richard was also involved with The Lords Taverners and 
embarked on many cruises to the most interesting places. He 
was a great supporter of many charities. 

Admired greatly for his generosity, integrity, support and sharp 
wit, Richard will be greatly missed by his family and all those who 
were fortunate enough to know him.
From: Juliet Johnson; Sally Cook; Jonathan Gordon 
With thanks to Lord Naseby and John Inskip (44-54) for 
their valuable contributions. 

R Nicholas Gore 
Born 30 September 1951
Died 5 May 2019 - Aged 67 
At Bedford School 1960-1970 - Bromham

Derek Gray
Born 4 June 1926
Died 12 October 2021 - Aged 95
At Bedford School 1936-1944 – St Cuthbert’s


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Nicholas F Haynes 
Born 26 February 1951
Died 9 June 2021 - Aged 70 
At Bedford School 1959-1969 - Kirkman’s

Jim Hope-Simpson 
Born 1928
Died 28 July 2019 - Aged 90 
At Bedford School Staff 1955-1970

Jim was born in 1928, in St 
Alban’s, Hertfordshire, the 
son of a GP and the eldest 
of three brothers. With the 
outbreak of war, the boys 
were evacuated and Jim 
spent some time at a school 
in Herefordshire before going 
to Shrewsbury, where his 
uncle was a master.

During National Service, 
he became a Warrant Officer 

in the R.A.E.C. He went on to read Classics at Queens’ 
College, Cambridge, where he combined his academic 
studies with rowing. He rowed for his college in the Ladies’ 
Plate at Henley in three successive years, 1950-52 and he 
also rowed in the Wyfold Challenge Cup in 1952.

On leaving Queens’ he embarked on a long teaching 
career. After three years at King’s School Canterbury, he 
taught at Bedford School, where he also continued to 
coach rowing. Former pupils, who worked with him when 
he was editor of the school magazine, remember him as an 
unconventional teacher, one of the few who encouraged them 
to look outside their narrow school environment and think 
about wider issues.

From 1970 until his early retirement in 1989, he taught at 
a large comprehensive school in Essex, where he became a 
deputy head teacher, with senior pastoral responsibilities. At 
this time, he also sang regularly with the London Symphony 
Chorus. 

In his retirement he settled in Prestbury, near Cheltenham, 
and continued to sing with a local choir for many years. He 
remained strong and active until the last few weeks of his life, 
taming his garden, reading widely, and following the twists 
and turns of politics with keen interest. He was a passionate 
supporter of the NHS, and also campaigned successfully to 
save the local bus service.

Jim died in July 2019 after a short illness 

Clifton J C Ibbett 
Born 18 July 1937
Died 6 May 2021 - Aged 83 
At Bedford School 1945-1953 - Ashburnham

Clifton was born in Kempston and 
went to the ‘Inky’ and then on to the 
Upper School. He admitted he was 
no academic and cut a deal with his 
father that if he passed five ‘O’ levels 
he could leave at 16, which he duly 
did.

He always wanted to be a farmer 
and soon after leaving school he was 

rearing his own pigs. Even at agricultural college, he would 
spend much of his time running one of the many farms which 
his father, originally a builder, had started to buy up. The first 
of them was at Village Farm in Milton Ernest. His father saw 
farms as an agricultural investment with other benefits. There 
was often gravel underground and there were often houses to 
be built on top.

A devoted Christian, Clifton had strong links to the 
Kempston East Methodist Church, where his father Claude 
used to preach, and to All Saints Milton Ernest, the village 
where he lived for most of his life and where, for many 
years, he ran the Bedfordia group of companies, first with 
his father and then with his son, John. Bedfordia expanded 
and developed housing in growing areas in the county. The 
company proved to be ahead of its time in the early 1990s 
when it consulted on plans to build a new estate on the 
outskirts of Milton Ernest together with a golf course and 
railway station. It was dropped after strong local opposition, 
but would it have been a different story today? More recently 
the company was behind one of the major bids to develop 
a new community in the Twinwoods area of Clapham. It also 
ventured into a Christian travel agency, BMW motor franchises 
and Biogen.

Even beyond his retirement, Clifton liked nothing better 
than driving a combine harvester for Bedfordia. Clifton, along 
with his second wife, Sheila, organised the pensioners lunch 
club in the former sheep shed alongside Milton House. He 
was High Sheriff of Bedfordshire in 2004 and received an OBE 
in 2015. 

In 2007 Clifton went on the famous coast to coast walk 
from St Bees to Robin Hood Bay – 192 miles, which he 
completed with his slightly older cousin Graham Tucker in 19 
days. 

He will be remembered for setting up the Anjulita Court 
care home in North Bedfordshire and the Kempston based 
Road Victims Trust – the first named after his two daughters 
who both died in a motor car accident, and the North 
Bedfordshire Day Care Hospice, Gladys Ibbett House, which 
is named after his mother. In recent years and in failing health 
he moved with his third wife Margaret to a house near Anjulita 
Court, Bedford.

David J G Ireson 
Born 7 October 1936
Died 29 May 2020 - Aged 83 
At Bedford School 1945-1954 - Talbot’s

After leaving school David went 
to Wye College, qualified as a 
chartered surveyor and then 
shortly afterwards moved to Bury 
St Edmunds to work for Lacy Scott 
& Sons where he later became a 
partner. He married Liz and they 
had 3 children, Mark, Candy and 
James.  In the late ‘80’s he moved 
to Bath, subsequently married 
Angela and worked independently, 
building up a significant portfolio 

of commercial properties across the country.  He loved the 
thrill of the chase, getting the deal done!

School clearly made a huge impact on him; he formed 
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many lifelong friends, instilled a love of rugby in him (initially 
playing and later on supporting) and he was an active 
member of the Old Bedfordians Club. In his latter years, as 
the dementia progressed, his schooldays were one of the key 
things that he loved to talk about, and he always brightened 
up when recalling various stories (which his family heard many 
times!).   

Peter J Jackson 
Born 28 May 1938
Died 29 April 2021 - Aged 82 
At Bedford School 1947-1956 - St Peter’s

Anthony J T Jaggard 
Born 5 June 1936
Died 10 October 2020 – Aged 84
At Bedford School 1944-1954 – Sanderson’s

Anthony was born in 
Northampton, the son of the 
Reverend William Arthur Percival 
Jaggard and May Louise Capell 
of Flore. His father was a scholar 
of ancient languages and had 
been President of the Durham 
University Union in 1908. 
Anthony’s maternal grandfather 
had been the architect Bruce 
Capell and one of his godparents 

was an Anglican Bishop. With such influential strands on his 
life, it is perhaps unsurprising that he himself stretched to a 
“broad church”.  

After school at Bedford he went on to study Architecture 
at Liverpool University, where he converted to Roman 
Catholicism. He won the School of Architecture’s travelling 
scholarship which took him to Portugal and launched a 
lifetime interest in ceramic tiles. At the same time, he began 
his lifelong pattern of networking; joining the Cheshire 
Yeomanry, subsequently becoming a magistrate, and a 
member of the Dorset Council of St. John, the Georgian 
Group, the Victorian Society, the Royal Archaeological 
Institute, the British Archaeological Association, and the 
Royal Society for the Encouragement of Arts, Manufactures 
and Commerce (FRSA).  He was elected a Liveryman of 
the Worshipful Company of Painter Stainers’ and Fellow of 
the Society of Antiquaries of London (FSA).  He was also 
noteworthy as the only Roman Catholic member of the 
Anglican Salisbury Diocese Redundant Churches Committee.

First, briefly working for Goodhart-Rendel, and then 
based in Dorchester with John Stark and Partners, Anthony’s 
successful career, was unusual as a non-RIBA member 
who worked on both historic and new buildings across the 
country from Callaly Castle in Northumberland and Hoddam 
Castle in Dumfriesshire, Kesworth in Dorset, Hedsor Wharf 
in Buckinghamshire, Ince Castle in Cornwall to Bellamont 
House in Dorset.  His most well-known creation was the neo-
Georgian Lulworth Castle House, designed in 1975 for his 
brother-in-law Wilfrid Weld, while his greatest triumph was the 
modernist St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church, Wool built in 
1971 for his father-in-law, Sir Joseph Weld, which became a 
Grade II listed building in 2013.  This pioneered the use of an 
industrial triodetic space frame to achieve a single span and 

an uninterrupted space for worship and a masterful simplicity 
of design. His new build neo-gothic revival Bellamont 
House was nominated in 2002 as Country Life’s House of 
the Year and his ground-breaking High-Tech Roman Town 
House conservation project in Dorchester won the Dorset 
Archaeological Award and was shortlisted for the British 
Millennium Archaeological award in 2000.  

Although by nature a traditionalist, his predominant design 
characteristic was taking the time to get to know his clients 
(many of whom became lifelong friends) and designing to 
their requirements and tastes.  He delighted in spending time 
researching and designing minor detail as well as the large-
scale design.

His lifelong love of the arts led him to commission work 
from a range of artists many of them setting out on their 
careers which included Geoffrey Teychenne, Kyffin Williams, 
Richard Shirley Smith, Binny Mathews, Toby Ward and David 
Roper-Curzon. His long relationship with the Dorset County 
Museum saw him drive the fundraising for and commissioning 
of Elisabeth Frink’s statue of the Dorset Martyrs. He later 
became President of the Dorset Natural History and 
Archaeological Society who are the custodians and owners 
of the County Museum. He was a founding entry in Debrett’s 
Distinguished People of Today.

A person of principle, he was not a flatterer and was 
always happy to speak his mind, no matter how unpopular, 
and inflicted his jokes on everyone even-handedly. This 
did not get in the way of a serious academic mind with an 
encyclopaedic ability to visually recall; correcting the Museum 
of Cairo, and the Met in New York on the inaccurate labelling 
off their exhibits or simply doing so at previews to auctions at 
Duke’s in Dorchester. He did not seek to gain fame through 
his work, but it will have a lasting influence on the English 
country house and its associated buildings (he was for many 
years a judge for the Country Landowners’ Association 
buildings awards), and museums and churches throughout the 
Southwest have benefited from his efforts.

Anthony is survived by his wife Janie, a son, three 
daughters, ten grandchildren and one great-granddaughter. 
Adapted from The Times

Michael A Jose 
Born 21 March 1937
Died 9 February 2021 - Aged 83 
At Bedford School 1950-1954 - Paulo Pontine

John R Keates 
Born 15 December 1927
Died 8 May 2021 - Aged 93 
At Bedford School 1938-1944 - Talbot’s
John left School at the age of 17 to join the Merchant Navy. 
He took up an apprenticeship with BP Tankers and saw out 
the war at sea before really getting into a career with BP 
Tankers after the war. 

Unfortunately, John could not go on to officer training 
because of his poor eyesight so he joined BP Tankers as an 
administration trainee. He eventually got himself into a legal 
role involved with insurance claims against tanker owners and 
qualified as a barrister. He ultimately rose to become a major 
international figure in the field of dispute resolution following 
tanker accidents (spillages) becoming head of a Tanker 


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Industry Association that represented Tanker Owners if they 
had to bring legal experts in to deal with insurance claims. 

He is survived by his wife, Bridget.

Andrew J R Knibbs  
Born 3 July 1943
Died November 2020 - Aged 77 
At Bedford School 1954-1962 - Ashburnham

Andrew was 
born in Bletchley, 
Buckinghamshire and 
grew up in nearby Newport 
Pagnell. Despite mixed 
memories of his days at 
Bedford he undoubtedly 
benefited from and 
appreciated in full the 
high quality of education 
he received. He often 
recalled, with fondness 
and amusement, his 

history teacher, who clearly inspired him with a lifelong interest 
in the subject. Andrew revisited the school in the early 1990s 
and was very impressed with both the positive atmosphere 
and the current ethos.

Andrew graduated from St Andrew’s University in 1965 
with a BSc in Civil Engineering. He became a chartered MICE 
Chartered Engineer in 1970, and later became a member 
of the Association of Project Managers. His early career 
spanned a variety of construction projects at different levels 
of management throughout the country. However, after a 
few years as Director of British Anzani Construction Ltd in 
Maidstone, Kent, he decided to accept a lower paid post with 
a smaller company in Cornwall which would enable him to 
adopt a simpler lifestyle in an ideal environment for sailing and 
raising his newly born daughter. The family moved to Cornwall 
in 1975, where he lived for the rest of his life.

In Cornwall he had several different posts including, for 
several years, a successful construction company which he 
set up in partnership with a close friend. In 1986, he joined 
the then newly formed company Geoscience Ltd in Falmouth 
which is now renowned worldwide for its expertise and 
groundbreaking technology. With his broad experience of 
commercial management, he provided valuable support to 
the small, mainly academic, team from the local Hot Rocks 
Project and undoubtedly contributed to its becoming the 
success it is today. Andrew is remembered very fondly by all 
his colleagues at Geoscience.

Wherever he worked Andrew was valued for his high 
standards, honesty, fairness, and the personal fatherly interest 
he took in his colleagues at all levels. A man of extraordinary 
ability and formidable intelligence, he will certainly be 
remembered by all who worked with him.

Similarly, he will be remembered and missed by his family 
and friends to whom he gave much care and support. He is 
especially missed by his daughter for whom he was not only 
the very best of fathers, but also the best of friends.

Andrew died peacefully at home after a long illness, which 
he endured with the courage and dignity for which he was 
well known. He leaves behind his sister, wife, daughter, and 
grandson.

John C V Le Geyt 
Born 22 December 1940
Died 28 July 2002 - Aged 61 
At Bedford School 1954-1959 – Kirkman’s

Raoul Lempriere 
Born 24 November 1927
Died 9 June 2021 - Aged 93 
At Bedford School 1943 - 1946 - Paulo Pontine

John S Lewes 
Born 14 November 1959
Died 20 June 2021 - Aged 61 
At Bedford School 1973-1978 - Sanderson’s

John Steel Lewes 
was born in Bedford 
General Hospital, his 
father’s workplace. His 
family knew Johno was 
coming, well before 
he arrived. It was very 
exciting; the sisters 
waiting for the birth and 
wondering if, after four 
girls: Joanna, Virginia, 
Jane and Bryony, there 
would be a longed-
for boy. For his father 
David, the waiting 

period must have been even more tense. He had lost his only 
brother Jock in the year he married Daphne and he wanted 
to call a son ‘John’, after him but to his family and friends he 
was known as Johno. 

He was an angelic-looking baby, and his sisters were all 
fascinated with the dark-haired patch on the back of his 
head as it became surrounded by white-blonde hair. He may 
have been a cherub of a baby, but he was a mischievous 
little boy. 

Johno went to Walmsley House School, based on Froebel 
principles, as an infant’s school pupil, and at the age of 
7 went to board at The Knoll School at Woburn Sands. 
Johno was an actor from an early age. After a few years 
at The Knoll, he went to Bedford School, which he loved, 
taking his early acting skills into school plays. Johno's 
friend, Jonathan Blackledge, who lived a few doors away 
in Bedford, remembers carefree times in school holidays 
where their principal purpose seems to have been to cause 
as much trouble as possible. Everything from shooting things 
or blowing them up, chucking water bombs at cars and old 
people (the older the better) and setting fire to anything that 
would burn gave them delight. The best times of all were 
when they were able to get their hands-on some fireworks 
and had banger and rocket fights with other local gangs. 
They once even fired a rocket into the bathroom where one 
of Johno’s sisters was relaxing in the bath and never heard 
the last of it. He remembers Johno as someone with a great 
deal of natural charm which helped them diffuse most of 
those situations.

Johno boarded at Bedford School when the family 
moved to Pavenham. He was responsible for charities and 
encouraged other boys to raise money for people less 
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fortunate than themselves. He went to Liverpool University 
to study History. He then did his post-graduate Certificate 
in Education and later a Masters degree in Education, 
Leadership and Administration at the Institute of Education 
in Bedford Square, London. Later, he went to the Bristol Old 
Vic Theatre School from 1989 – 92. 

Johno’s family went to see his final performance at 
the Bristol Old Vic School where Johno was playing in 
Bartholomew Fair by Ben Jonson. He then had a year of 
playing in London, mainly in profit-sharing performances. 

In 1994, Johno rekindled his relationship with wife to be 
Anna – neighbours in Pavenham they met again in London 
and married in October 1995 and had a daughter, Christina, 
in 1996 and David (08-15) in 1999.

During this period, Johno was presented with his 
Gohonzon at SGI UK, Taplow, London having been  
introduced to Buddhism by Jackie Kington, who he met at 
Bristol Old Vic. This would ignite a commitment to the Soka 
Gakkai – value creation society - that Johno demonstrated to 
the very end of his life. 

Johno had a vibrant and passionate teaching career.  
Before the family moved to Bedford, Johno was Head of  
the Senior School at the Harrodian in London. From 2002, 
Johno taught at Dame Alice Harpur School and secured 
annual Oxbridge successes for students studying History 
and Politics. Several years later, as an Honoury Member 
of the Welsh Guards, Johno presented DAHS CCF cadets 
to HRH Prince Charles on Remembrance Day. At Dame 
Alice, Johno would annually dress up for the girls and 
transport them back in time as a schoolmaster for Victorian 
Day. He also never failed to be cast in the Dame Alice staff 
pantomimes – usually as the leading lady! 

In the year 2000, Johno published his biography of his 
uncle, Lt Jock Lewes. This was the product of years of 
research into the family’s and SAS’ archival material – it was 
extremely well-received and ultimately the cornerstone of 
bringing Jock’s crucial role in formulating the SAS to the 
fore. 8 years later, a statue of Jock Lewes was unveiled 
by HRH Prince William at the SAS’ centre in Hereford: a 
momentous occasion for John. 

In 2017, Johno published A Spy After All - his first fiction, 
and in the same year appeared on BBC 2’s hit series – 
Rogue Heroes. He was also involved in the filming of ‘The 
Lossen’. Shot in Felmersham, Bedfordshire, John was cast 
as the ‘Horse Racing Commentator’ and provided the voice-
over for this intriguing story which brings together the natural 
and supernatural worlds. So far, the film has won the Rome 
Fantasy film award, the Rhode Island and Houston award 
also the best Fantasy Short category. 

In the final years of his life, Johno was the Buddhist 
[group/chapter] leader of Bedford and was a source of 
unwavering support and guidance for many. One of Johno’s 
teaching assistants at his last school, Challney High School 
for Girls, wrote to the family and described how Johno 
captivated his students with readings of Ghandhi, and how 
much they missed his effervescent presence at the school 
when he became ill. 

Johno was truly a man for all seasons. He was a great 
teacher, a polished speaker, actor, and a warm, funny and 
caring family man who wore his heart on his sleeve and was 
able to discourse with princes and paupers alike. 

Jonathan B Low
Born 10 May 1933
Died 8 October 2020 - Aged 87 
At Bedford School 1945-1951 – Glanyrafon

After doing National Service Jon went out to Kenya in 1954, to 
join the tea company, James Finlay. He stayed with Findlays 
until 1993, finishing as the Managing Director of the company.  
It was a large company, not only growing tea but also flowers, 
amongst other various ventures.  Before he went to the 
Nairobi Office, Jon and his wife, Andrena, lived in Kericho (on 
the way to Lake Victoria) where the estates were and had a 
wonderful life. 

After retiring from Finlays, Jon worked as a consultant in 
Tanzania & Uganda on various tea schemes, mainly advising 
small holder tea plantations for the governments. These were 
funded by the EU and the World Bank.

Jon was in the St Cuthbert’s house IV and following a 50-
year reunion of the crew in 2001, comprising Michael Aplin. 
Brian Howard, Peter Oakley, Jon and Bertie Whitmore, Jon 
and Andrena would return to the UK every year following, to 
meet up. The crew even took to the river again together one 
last time! It was sad that Jon was unable to attend the last few 
lunches due to having dementia but he had 24 hour care in 
Kenya with wonderful carers, surrounded by his dogs and his 
two little  grand-daughters in attendance, who lived at the end 
of the garden, with his daughter and her husband.

Robin F S Mackness 
Born 22 July 1938
Died 10 January 2021 - Aged 82 
At Bedford School 1945-1957 - Pemberley

Robin started at the ‘Inky’ 
in 1945. He demonstrated 
a talent for Piano and won 
competitions in Bedford and 
London but could not pursue 
this as a career because 
he had difficulty in reading 
music. Robin then took up 
organ playing, developing 
a lifelong passion for 20th 
century French organ music. 
Rowing was his other 
great interest, from school 
onwards. The Henley Regatta 
was always on the calendar. 

After Bedford, Robin did 2 years National Service at 
RAF Benson, where he rowed for the RAF, in a crew which 
represented Great Britain at Lucerne and were beaten in the final 
of the Thames Challenge Cup at Henley, by Harvard University 
(1/3 length). He then went up to Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge, 
where he studied Law and continued to row. He was awarded 



 Jon Low -caption - St 
Cuthbert’s House IV, 1950-51. 
Standing (l to r) E.M. Aplin (bow), 
J.B. Low (2). Seated (clockwise 
from left) P.W.Oakley (3), H.D. 
Galbraith (coach), S.B. Whitmore 
(stroke) and B.E. Howard (cox)
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the Reddaway Prize for contributions to his College. At the 
conclusion of his first year at Cambridge, he went to live and 
work on a Norwegian fruit farm in Hardanger. He was interested 
to see a shiny wooden floor in the bedroom, with no dust, in 
the morning! That is how the concept of duvets started in this 
country. Nearly 60 years ago now Robin was the man who 
introduced duvets to the UK, when nobody knew what they were 
(except a few skiers). By a combination of persistence and luck, 
he launched Slumderdown, based in Edinburgh, with factories 
in Hawick, leading to the situation where 90+% of the UK 
population used them in preference to sheets and blankets. 

Robin met his wife, Liz, on a beach in the Bahamas in the 
early 1970’s, after he had eased his way out of Slumberdown. 
He subsequently went on to launch several further companies 
internationally, including an investment management company, 
based in Switzerland and the Bahamas. Robin and Liz went on 
to live variously in Nassau, Switzerland, California, Canada and 
Southern Ireland and they also travelled extensively, keeping 
an eye on the various companies he founded, and at times, 
managed. He was given the Freedom of the City of London in 
1979.

In 1989 Robin wrote the book – Oradour, Massacre & 
Athermath, the story of the massacre of an entire French village 
during World War II at the hands of SS soldiers. On June 10, 
1944, four days after the Allied invasion of Normandy, the 
inhabitants of a remote village in South-west France were 
rounded up by a company of SS soldiers and all but a handful 
were shot or burnt to death - 642 in total. The atrocity and 
its particularly disturbing details have never been adequately 
explained. In 1982, Robin met the one man left alive who held the 
knowledge which made sense of the massacre. It cost Robin 21 
months in a French prison! Convinced that he was not embarking 
on anything illegal, Robin agreed to carry out an unusual task for 
a Swiss bank, of which he believed he was about to become a 
director. The task involved carrying gold bullion and this swiftly 
became a nightmare, as he found himself falling foul of French 
law. He made the painful decision not to reveal the names of his 
banking colleagues or their client and was thereby sentenced 
by the French authorities, who were deprived of an even bigger 
catch. In prison, Robin began to research the background of the 
extraordinary story he had been told by the bank’s client and 
five years of investigation convinced him that he had discovered 
the true secret of Oradour. His sources include members of the 
French Resistance as well as ex-members of the SS. The book 
was a Sunday Times bestseller, the introduction being written by 
the author, John Fowles (39-44).

Robin and Liz finally made their base firstly in West Berkshire, 
and latterly in Devon, from where Robin wrote further books. 

Robin died in Exeter after a long illness in January 2021. He is 
survived by his wife, Liz, children Felicity and Peter, 2 grandsons 
and sister, Jill Knox.

William (Bill) S Macro 
Born 1966
Died 13 December 2020 - Aged 54 
At Bedford School Staff 2006-2010 

Basil J Mann 
Born 13 May 1927
Died 25 September 2020 - Aged 93 
At Bedford School 1940-1944 - Paulo Pontine

Colonel R Clive Mantell MBE  
Born 27 July 1949
Died 21 July 2021 - Aged 71 
At Bedford School 1963-1967 - Pemberley

Clive was born in Izmir, 
Turkey, in 1949. Following 
Bedford, he went to The 
Royal Military Academy 
Sandhurst.  Clive’s choice 
of regiment was greatly 
influenced by a potential 
officer visit he made to the 
1st Battalion, The Green 
Howards, in Libya.

He joined 1st Battalion, 
The Green Howards in 
Colchester as a platoon 

commander in 1969. Over the next 20 years he was, 
successively, platoon commander, signals officer, company 
operations officer, rifle/mechanised company commander 
and Battalion second in command, serving in the UK, 
Germany, Northern Ireland (four times), Cyprus (UN mission), 
Kenya and Denmark. 

Having been the first Green Howards officer in recent 
memory to have passed the extremely challenging SAS 
selection course, Clive commanded a troop in 22 Special 
Air Service Regiment in 1975-77, participating in the Dhofar 
war in Oman, where he was fortunate to be uninjured when 
his vehicle struck a mine, and other operations. He was an 
operations/training staff officer with 11 Armoured Brigade 
and 1st Armoured Division in Germany, an appointment for 
which he was awarded the MBE. It was during this period 
that he married Sue, whom he had met in Berlin whilst she 
was serving with the Foreign Office there.

Clive had a reputation for sheer military competence 
throughout his battalion service but in particular he was 
a fearsome company commander.  From 1988 to 1990, 
he commanded 2nd Battalion Ulster Defence Regiment in 
Northern Ireland, leading counter insurgency operations in 
support of the civil police near the border with the Republic 
of Ireland. He was mentioned in despatches at the end of 
his tour. Later in his career he specialised in African and 
European defence. As the Ministry of Defence policy officer 
for Sub-Saharan Africa, he coordinated UK operations in 
Rwanda and military training in the region. In Europe, he 
served at NATO HQ in Belgium and spent seven years 
in France, first as an instructor at the Ecole Militaire in 
Paris, then as UK Liaison Officer to the Eurocorps HQ in 
Strasbourg. As a result, he was able to hone his French 
language skills to interpreter level; he also spoke German 
and Spanish.  He participated in the Kosovo mission, leading 
planning with the UN and OSCE for military support for the 
first free elections in Kosovo.

In 2003, he joined the EU’s first African operation in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) as Chief Plans Officer, 
based in Paris. In his final military appointment, he returned 
to the DRC as Chief of Staff of the military force of the UN 
mission.

Clive was never one to seek a quiet life. Retiring with the 
rank of colonel in 2005, he joined a global animal charity as 
Director Disaster Relief the week after the Tsunami struck 
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South Asia. With his customary efficiency and drive, he 
recruited, briefed, equipped, and deployed four separate 
relief missions to the affected region within days. He then 
joined the International Criminal Court in The Hague as 
Operations Officer for the Prosecutor. For 16 months he 
supported investigators in Uganda and Chad by opening 
field offices, coordinating security, communications, 
accommodation, and transport. In 2006, he was contracted 
by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office to reinforce the 
EU mission in Darfur (Sudan) as EU Observer to the Darfur 
Ceasefire Commission. Embedded in the African Union 
mission, his role was to provide comprehensive reports on 
the ceasefire for EU and UK authorities. 

From 2007 to 2010, in Abu Dhabi (UAE), he chaired a 
multinational panel assessing officers of the UAE armed 
forces. This was an ‘accompanied posting’ for him, one 
which he and Sue enjoyed to the full.

In 2012 he succeeded Lieutenant Colonel Barry Smeeton 
as Chairman GHA (Green Howards Association). In 2015, 
succeeding Major General Andrew Farquhar, he became 
Representative Colonel and Chairman of the Green Howards 
Trustees. Clive threw himself into both appointments 
with typical zeal and energy, so ably supported by Sue. 
As Chairman GHA he was able to attend many branch 
events and reunions, always encouraging connections 
with the Yorkshire Regiment which he saw as very much 
the future; the Association thrived under his leadership. 
As Representative Colonel and Chairman of Trustees, he 
guided the Regiment as it continued to adapt after merger in 
2006. He was hugely supportive of the Museum and of The 
Friends.

Colonel Clive Mantell, who had borne prostate cancer 
bravely and privately for some years, died in hospital on 
21 July 2021 from complications following surgery. Clive is 
survived by his wife Sue and sons Nick (94-99), who also 
served as a Green Howard and Yorkshire Regiment officer, 
and Simon (96-01). 

‘Few people make a real difference in this world, but Clive 
Mantell was one of them’.
Adapted from the obituary by Brigadier John King

Mrs Sue March 
Born 1950
Died 29 December 2020 - Aged 70 
Bedford School Staff 1987-1995 

Mrs Jean McKendrick 
Born 3 March 1932
Died 28 January 2021 - Aged 88 
Bedford School Staff, widow of Fergus McKendrick 1957-
1990

Anthony (Tony) J S Michell 
Born 8 October 1941
Died 20 October 2020 - Aged 79 
At Bedford School 1955-1959 - Pemberley

Philip Minor 
Born 4 January 1939
Died 2 October 2021 - Aged 82 
At Bedford School 1952-1957 - Talbot’s

A R ‘Tony’ Morton 
Born 10 August 1931
Died Jan/Feb 2021 - Aged 89 
At Bedford School 1945-1949 - Talbot’s

Rev Alexander C F (Jack) 
Nicoll  
Born 3 July 1934
Died 8 January 2020 -  
Aged 85 
At Bedford School 1943-1952 
- Crescent
Jack was, for many years, the 
vicar of Longnor, Quarnford 
and Sheen.

Stephen Norton 
Born 26 July 1979
Died October 2020 - Aged 41 
At Bedford School 1986-1997 - St Peter’s

Stephen was born in Derbyshire and 
following Bedford read Electronic 
Engineering at Sheffield. 
He was a Music Scholar at Bedford 
and was appointed Organist at 
Millhouses Methodist Church in 
Sheffield, where he subsequently 
became the Director of Music. After 
graduating in 2001, Stephen was 
Acting Organist and Choirmaster at 

St. Mary’s Parish Church, Hitchin.
In 2002, Stephen moved to Munich and was “Change 

Control and Configuration Manager” for the engine control 
systems of the TP400 turboprop at ATENA Engineering and 
also chair of the multinational design team for Powerplant 
health monitoring. He took up the appointment of Assistant 
Organist at the RC church of Hl. Kreuz in the suburb of 
Forstenried. He then became Acting Director of Music at the 
RC church of Maria Himmelfahrt in Allach and from 2004 to 
2008 was the Director of Music for the RC Parish of Maria 
Trost in Untermenzing. 

In 2007, Stephen joined BeOne as the Assistant Head 
of Department for Hardware Qualification at an Aerospace 
Electronics OEM, where he was responsible for the 
Qualification of Primary Flight Controls. He was also a 
consultant to the Swiss Government on the Safety Concept 
for a new radar system.

From 2008 until 2013, Stephen was Assistant Organist at 
the RC church of Maria Himmelfahrt in Allach, and in 2010 
and 2011 he was also Guest Organist with the Paul Gerhardt 
Choir in Munich. Stephen was conductor of the Munich 
English Choir, which he founded in 2010 and since 2013, was 
“Artist in Residence” at the Anglican Episcopal Church of the 
Ascension in Munich.

From 2011-13 Stephen was Product Manager Automotive 
and Aerospace in the Global Competence Center for 
Functional Safety at SGS-TÜV Saar in Munich and then 
joined IABG as Head of Safety Academy in the Centre of 
Competence Safety. In 2016, Stephen founded Quint Safety 
GmbH in 2016 to deliver pragmatic expertise to automotive 
manufacturers and suppliers worldwide. He was also an 


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Assistant Lecturer at the Professional School of Business & 
Technology, University of Applied Sciences in Kempten.

Peter W Oakley
Born 14 November 1932
Died 27 January 2021 - Aged 88 
At Bedford School 1943-1951 - Glanyrafon

Peter joined Bedford School in 
1942, as a boarder at Glanyrafon 
House. His first year was difficult as 
it was wartime and there was little 
transport home to Luton. He was 
only allowed a half-termly visit from 
his parents for lunch. He eventually 
settled into boarding and thrived, 
immersing himself in the rugby and 
rowing communities. He described 

his fond memories of Bedford School life, noting that the ‘Last 
years of boarding were fantastic – no real responsibility, good 
rowing and rugby - much fun!’

Peter left school in 1951, very much ending his school 
career on a high as No. 3 of the Bedford School first VIII at 
the Henley Royal Regatta; in the Princess Elizabeth Cup. His 
name etched forever in the enormous and most impressive 
of rowing trophies, and his medal an ever-prized possession. 
He retained several life-long friends from his Bedford days, 
testament to the undeniable sense of community from all Old 
Bedfordians that cross your path. 

Peter’s experience at Bedford School certainly left an 
impression on him. He clearly valued the importance of 
this kind of educational grounding and many of his children 
and grandchildren followed in his footsteps at Harpur Trust 
Schools.

His love of rugby and rowing continued throughout his 
life. He visited the Henley Royal Regatta annually and was 
secretary of the Luton RFC, (1954-1970), where he played and 
attended regular Rugby matches. “I have fabulous childhood 
memories of last-minute dashes from feeding cattle at the 
farm, to driving to Twickenham Internationals, always cutting it 
fine, always squashed in the back of an MG, always parking in 
an ‘excellent location’ he knew about, with a 50/50 chance of 
being towed!”

 After Bedford he joined his grandfather’s (Albert’s) 
business. Oakley Brothers had been founded in 1875 by 
Albert and Edwin Oakley; and began as a hand cart selling 
Bacon, Butter, Lard, Cheese - as a provision merchant. Albert, 
who had also been the Mayor of Luton, died after a fall from 
a pony and trap in 1917, so Peter’s father, William, had to 
return from the war to run the business, food being a vital 
trade which supplied a lot of bacon to the Army. The firm, one 
of the only ones in the country to smoke bacon traditionally 
using saw-dust, still survives today and supplies many local 
butchers and restaurants. Peter continued to work there until 
he was 82, alongside his son, Jonathan, which meant the 
world to him.

Peter loved life and lived it very much on his own terms. He 
moved to the countryside in 1971 and, supported by his wife, 
became a self-taught farmer raising cattle, growing fruit and 
vegetables, making cream and butter – and living the good 
life! He very much took time to appreciate the little things 
in life; the sunsets, the wildlife and above all his family. He 

worked hard, in the business and at home on the farm – which 
both became and remained his passions to the end. 

Peter was sadly diagnosed with terminal cancer in 2018, 
but despite the challenges that brought, he continued to run 
the farm with a smile and a positive outlook every single day, 
very much modelling his mantra – ‘Every day comes only once 
in life – so live them all!’  

Cared for and surrounded by his loving family, Dad was 
lucky enough that his final wish to pass ‘over the rainbow’ 
at home was made possible. He leaves behind a loving wife, 
and an enormous family, spread far and wide around the 
country. We loved him dearly, will miss him terribly and forever 
remember him fondly, along with all those who met him, as a 
most gentle, generous and kind soul.  
Penny Oakley

Robert H Paterson 
Born 27 October 1940
Died 1 January 2021 - Aged 80 
At Bedford School 1954-1959 - Talbots

Rob was born in Buenos Aires to 
an Anglo-Argentine family. He was 
the firstborn son of Molly Jenkins 
(née Hale) and Ian Paterson. He is 
predeceased by his younger brother 
Andrew (56-61). As was the custom of 
Anglo-Argentine families in the 1950s, 
Rob was sent to boarding school in 
England at age 10. He spent school 

holidays with his father in Scotland and made the long trip 
back to Argentina to spend the summers with his mother. His 
Head Master at Bedford School noted on one report card “I 
am convinced of his ability, but also of his idleness.” He loved 
to tell that anecdote after he graduated with four A levels, an 
honours degree in Chemistry from St Andrew’s University, a 
postgraduate certificate from the London School of Economics, 
and four professional accounting designations. 

Life to the end was all about how the numbers added up. 
His knowledge of GAAP (Generally Accepted Accounting 
Principles) and tax law made him an invaluable resource on 
many volunteer boards, but he lived in fear of WAAP ((wife) 
Wendy’s Arbitrary Accounting Practices). After finishing 
university in 1963, Rob went on the adventure of a lifetime. 
He left England in a small, rickety merchant ship carrying 
explosives and arrived in Columbia six weeks later. He spent 
the next three months living rough and travelling along various 
tributaries of the Amazon. Eventually he abandoned his carefree 
ways and flew to Buenos Aires to begin his military service. 
His stepfather, Phil Jenkins, had arranged for ‘le soldadito de 
la Patria’ to be ‘bien acomodado.’ Rob served in the Casa 
Rosada as assistant to an Argentine Airforce Commodore. 
His bilingual skills were a great asset. One American general 
commented his English was quite passable. 

Rob’s training as a chemist led him to his first job at Shell 
Research, but he quickly realised management consulting was 
more lucrative. After completing an accounting degree via night 
courses at the London School of Economics, he joined Arthur 
Andersen in London in 1966. 

In 1975, he emigrated with his young family to Vancouver 
to work with Peat Marwick, becoming a partner in 1980. He 
rejoined Arthur Andersen in 1990 as the partner responsible for 
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the business consulting practice, first in Vancouver and later 
in Russia where his responsibilities spanned seven time zones 
from Moscow to Vladivostok. Rob’s last job was ‘Information 
Technology Expert In Charge of Personnel & Financial Affairs’ 
for the United Arab Emirates University Faculty of Medicine. 
After the rigours of working and living in Russia it felt like a 
holiday camp. Weekends were free to explore the gold and rug 
souks of Dubai or to camp with friends in remote wadis. 

He and Wendy married in 1998 in a small, bizarre and 
memorable ceremony under Sharia law, followed by receptions 
with family and friends scattered across five countries. Rob 
retired in 2000 to become a househusband. He concluded 
cooking was just another chemistry experiment and made 
breakfast, lunch, and dinner almost every day. 

In the last two decades, Wendy and Rob had some fabulous 
adventures: camping across Oman on their honeymoon, 
crossing the Pantanal wetlands in a dilapidated truck, exploring 
Iguaçu National Park, savouring Mozart in the Musikverein, 
sailing the eastern Caribbean in a 67-foot boat, swimming 
with blue-footed boobies in the Galapagos, bagging Munros 
in Scotland, shopping for Persian rugs in Iran, suffering 
Turkish baths in Istanbul, bird-watching in Costa Rica, learning 
about the people and history of Cuba, lazing in St Lucia and 
celebrating Christmases in Tulum and Cancun with family. 
Closer to home, they hiked in the Rockies, photographed 
icebergs in Newfoundland and ate the freshest seafood in 
Haida Gwaii. Rob’s was a life well lived, surrounded by so many 
people who loved and respected him. He advised them all on 
money management to the end.

Robert died peacefully at home on New Year’s Day. Ever the 
accountant, he held on just long enough to maximize the tax 
benefits of his passing. He leaves behind his loving family; his 
beloved wife, Wendy Winslow, his son, Toby, his daughters, 
Rebecca and Kate and his stepchildren, Toffer and Nicole and 5 
grandchildren.

L Graeme Patterson 
Born 28 December 1936
Died 25 January 2021 - Aged 84 
At Bedford School 1948-1955 – Crescent

Graeme read Natural Sciences at 
Emmanuel College, and then entered 
the teaching profession. He was a 
schoolmaster all his life, working, at 
amongst others, Merchiston Castle 
School, Edinburgh and becoming Deputy 
Head at his final school. He married Doris 

Mackenzie in 1964 and had a daughter, Catriona. 

R Hugh Perks 
Born 14 March 1939
Died 28 October 2020 - Aged 81 
At Bedford School 1946-1953 - Crescent

Hugh Perks, who was a founder 
member of the Kentish Sail 
Association and a keen supporter 
of the Swale Smack & Sailing Barge 
Match for these past 45 years, died 
quietly in his sleep on 28 October 
2020. Hugh was a man of many 
talents and enthusiasms, with an 

encyclopaedic mind and, a huge capacity to pass on his 
knowledge, whether in the lecture hall, through his books and 
articles, or just in conversation, generously sharing anything 
and everything he knew.

Though christened Richard, his mother adopted the name 
Hugh at an early age. Following Bedford he joined the merchant 
training school ship HMS Conway on Anglesey, by that time a 
‘stone frigate’, the ship having been lost in 1953. His first ship 
was Exhayne, a Faroe Islands trawler out of Grimsby, and he 
made his debut trip on a Thames barge in 1955. He spent a 
short spell working deep-sea for the New Zealand Shipping 
Company, and then returned to England in 1956 to work as a 
barge mate. He was only 17.

He had a short spell in army intelligence, ending up in Hong 
Kong as an army photographer where he learned his camera 
skills. Returning to England, he trained as a chartered surveyor, 
and after qualification specialised in medieval buildings, 
particularly churches. He then took lecturing posts at Anglia 
Ruskin College and Canterbury College where he was known 
for his originality and encouragement as a lecturer and teacher.

All this time Hugh was researching and writing extensively 
on shipping and fishing and the traditional craft of the Thames 
estuary. He was an advisory editor on that cult journal East 
Coast Digest, and he wrote articles and books, the latter 
including Sprits’l: A portrait of sailing barges and sailormen and 
George Bargebrick Esquire, as well Sailing Barges of Faversham 
published by the Faversham Society. 

He still had time to become a lay preacher, and to involve 
himself in any number of societies and organisations connected 
with the world of traditional sail. He was, as previously noted, 
a founder member of the Kentish Sail Association, and of the 
Society for Sailing Barge Research, as well as a member of 
the Cambria Trust, which oversaw the rebuilding of the barge 
Cambria.

Hugh was a fine photographer and a skilful draughtsman, 
and, even in his last years, and despite his frailty, could be 
spotted sketching the medieval buildings of Faversham that he 
loved so much. It goes without saying that he was horrified by 
the sprawling developments that have recently been unleashed 
on the town. He was married to Sue Harman, whose family own 
the barge Edme, who survives him along with their two children, 
Victoria and Oliver.
Tribute by Julian Mannering

Mrs E Anne Perry 
Born 29 April 1905
Died 21 January 2021 - Aged 75 
Bedford School Matron 1988-1995 - Talbot’s/ Redburn

Anne was Matron at Talbots/St 
Peter’s and Redburn, serving under 
Peter Wiser and Richard Jarrett 
respectively. As a pupil at the school 
myself it might have seemed very 
‘uncool’ to have your Mum working 
there. But it was quite the opposite. 
It was fantastic to be able to see 
her, she was always an incredible 
support to me, but also to so many 
other pupils. Many of those who will 
remember her will have boarded, 
some coming from overseas, and 


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I know they found her to be incredibly supportive. Matron’s 
room always seemed to have the kettle on, biscuits well 
stocked, and a kind ear available to listen.

She was also an avid supporter of the Boat Club where I 
spent so much of my time, and the sport really taught me that 
I could succeed at anything eventually with the right attitude, 
even academically! That became my life for some time after 
leaving Bedford and she continued to support not just me but 
the Boat Club and the school in general.
Robert Perry (82-92)

Roger T Pinfold 
Born 23 March 1953
Died 11 March 2021 - Aged 67 
At Bedford School 1960-1971 – Bromham

Roger enjoyed his decade at school, 
which spanned the rapidly changing 
sixties. He was always a jovial 
character and enjoyed in particular 
music, golf and the antics surrounding 
being in the RAF section of the CCF.

Roger studied law including 
completing a DPhil at Cambridge. He 
spent most of his career prosecuting 
in Suffolk for the police and the CPS. 

The highlight of his career was time spent as Attorney General 
in Montserrat and Director of Public Prosecution in Dominica 
at the turn of the century.

Roger and his wife, Sarah, also ran various smallholding 
exploits in Woodbridge and were well known for local produce 
including pork, turkeys and samphire harvested from the Deben. 

Roger and Sarah travelled extensively and put down roots 
overseas including in Sri Lanka. They helped set up the Yala 
fund which supported local coastal communities following the 
devastating impacts of the 2004 tsunami.

Yala Fund - JustGivingRoger died peacefully at home. He 
leaves behind his wife, Sarah and brother, Tony (OB 59 – 69). 
He will be missed as a great character in the Woodbridge 
area. He was a well-known member of the community who 
was always providing support behind the scenes.

Mrs Elizabeth (Liz) Rawlinson 
Died 2 July 2021 - Aged  
Bedford School Staff widow, Mike Rawlinson 1970-1986 

John S Roberts 
Born 14 July 1930
Died 7 October 2021 - Aged 91 
At Bedford School 1942-1948 - Bromham

After Bedford John graduated 
from Cambridge University, 
Corpus Christi College, in 1950, 
with a Masters Degree in Modern 
Languages.  He married Vivien 
Dorothy Prestwich from Dundee 
in 1956 and they had 3 children. 
He worked for the Economist 
Intelligence Unit before emigrating 
to Canada with his family in 1964. 

His career in Canada began 
in the Federal Government, 

Department of Finance. From 1972 to 1990 he worked for the 
Bank of Canada where he rose to the position of Secretary, 
responsible for ensuring the smooth functioning and evolution 
of the Bank as an institution. While at the Bank of Canada, he 
also served as General Manager of the Canadian Payments 
Association from 1980 to 1992 before retiring that year.

John was DVP for the Old Bedfordians Club for Eastern 
Canada from 1971-2006, and was also a member of the 
Cambridge Society, and the Welsh Society.

Outside his productive professional life, John was a 
passionate skier, carpenter and pianist. He was proficient in 
several languages, and greatly enjoyed intellectual puzzles. 
He particularly loved spending time at the family cottage, at 
Crosby Lake, Ontario.

John leaves his wife, three children, six grandchildren and 
two great grandchildren.

Maurice A E Rumboll 
Born 14 January 1940
Died 16 February 2020 - Aged 81 
At Bedford School 1953-1958 - Talbot’s

Maurice was the last member 
of the Rumboll family to live 
in Argentina and so ends the 
School’s long association 
with the Rumboll’s in that 
country. Maurice was DVP for 
Argentina for many years, his 
father E A Rumboll 1924-29 
was DVP before him, as was 
his grandfather E L Rumboll 
1881-91. 

Maurice was an 
ornithologist and field naturalist who was described as one 
of the most outstanding personalities of conservation in 
Argentina. During his working life he was a field naturalist 
at the Bernardino Rivadavia Argentine Museum of Natural 
Sciences, in Buenos Aires; Director of the Bernabé Mendes 
Park Rangers Instruction Center, in Isla Victoria, Province 
of Río Negro, whose main activity is the training of human 
resources dedicated to Nature Conservation. In 1974, 
whilst working in Patagonia, during a survey on geese 
commissioned by the Museum, Maurice discovered one 
of the most emblematic species of Argentina: the Macá 
Tobiano, which would soon become a conservation flag. A 
great rover and “all-terrain”, he also discovered unreported 
species in different geographies. The academic world 
rewarded him by baptizing several in his honour, the most 
for a naturalist. Among them, an amphibian from the Yungas 
(Rhinella rumbolli) and two invertebrates from the Falklands: a 
snail (Stephanoda rumbolli) and a spider (Falklandia rumbolli).

He also worked in the Administration of the Argentinian 
National Parks Service at Iguacu Falls in the 1980’s where 
he promoted the construction of a bird observatory that had 
him as a regular occupant. He was a specialist on the flora 
and fauna of Argentina and Antarctica, and latterly guided 
individuals or groups of specialist visitors in those areas. 

He also wrote or contributed to a number of books 
including, The National Parks of Argentina, and The four 
Seasons of Patagonia, translated by him into English from the 
national language. He has also been an advisor for several 
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BBC documentaries filmed in Argentina. 
Maurice latterly lived in Cordoba, where he was also a lay-

preacher and, with his wife, Diana, looked after the Anglican 
chapel used by the Los Cocos community of English descent. 

Maurice had undergone a leg amputation (thigh down) 
because he was suffering a serious infection in his foot which 
would not heal, being seriously diabetic. He is survived by his 
wife, Diana, a daughter, Patricia, two sons Nico and Andrew, 
and seven grandchildren. 

Anthony (Tony) S Saunders 
Born 1 March 1939
Died 18 February 2021 - Aged 81 
At Bedford School 1947-1957 - St Peters

F W Derrick Spinks 
Born 2 June 1923
Died 9 October 2020 - Aged 97 
At Bedford School 1937-1941 - St Cuthbert’s
Derrick joined the RAF aged 19 and fought in WW2.

On leaving the RAF he went to work in retail before joining 
his father and taking over the family business, Spinks and 
Son of Letchworth. There he remained until retirement when 
he then began his new life. He enjoyed spending his days 
swimming and playing golf. He loved to travel and had many 
adventures including an encounter with a silver back gorilla 
and a bungy jump at the age of 60! He also enjoyed being 
a member of the round table in Letchworth and made many 
friends. 

Derrick never married but with a passion for the outdoors 
he would usually be found working in his or his sister Muriel’s 
garden.

Lionel (Steve) C Stephens 
Born 24 January 1926
Died 17 August 2021 - Aged 95 
At Bedford School 1934-1944 - St Peter’s
Lionel (known as ‘Steve’) was called up for service in 1944 
during the Second World War. He served with the Royal East 
Kent regiment known as the Buffs. He embarked for India 
the day after VE Day and was in the country when the atomic 
bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August 
1945. Soon after he was deployed to the North West Frontier 
Province to keep peace with a Pashtun tribal leader known as 
the Faqir of Ipi, whose objective was to drive the British out 
and set up a separate state. Lionel was assigned the role of 
regimental motor transport officer in charge of 75 mules as 
well as motor vehicles, but had not yet learnt to drive so taught 
himself in a Bren gun carrier. In his role of transport officer he 
reasoned he could sign his own certificate of competence to 
drive and when he returned to Britain in January 1947 he never 
took a test.

Lionel taught sport at a prep school before going up to 
Merton College, Oxford, later that year. He graduated with a 
degree in modern history and then, largely to please his father, 
joined the Macleans toothpaste company in Brentford before 
deciding to change direction and settling on a teaching career.

When he arrived in 1954 at the Nautical College Pangbourne 
(NCP) in Berkshire to teach history, the school’s single purpose 
was to train boys for the Royal or Merchant Navy. The regime 
was tough: a mile run before breakfast to be followed by a 

cold shower with parades twice a day. The college was run by 
the captain superintendent, a naval officer, and a system of 
hierarchy prevailed among the boys and the year groups.

Steve joined Pangbourne College in 1954 and taught 
History and was Head of the History Department for 25 
years in addition to being Housemaster of both Port Jackson 
and Macquarie Divisions. In the mid-1950s he had joined 
Blackheath rugby football club in southeast London and at 
Pangbourne he relished the role of master-in-charge of rugby, 
coaching a team that remained unbeaten for its first two years. 
He also co-founded the Nightowls cricket team. Among his 
many other contributions to the well-being of the school, he 
appeared on the boards in numerous College productions of 
Gilbert & Sullivan operettas where his acute comic timing and 
mischievous sense of humour were always on display. Beyond 
school life, he branched out and became a leading rugby 
referee, reaching a peak with a touchline role in 1961 at an 
England international at Twickenham. 

This catalogue of achievements, impressive as it is, 
eventually earned Lionel the moniker of Pangbourne’s second 
‘Mr Chips’. But it in no way gets to the essence of the man. 
As a former colleague remarked on hearing of his death: “I will 
treasure the memory of a man whose probity, integrity, sense of 
duty and commitment were beyond question.” In effect, Steve 
in his person and his actions came to epitomise many of the 
values that have lain at the heart of an unusual school since its 
foundation in 1917.

He was often firm in his views, undeterred by criticism and 
prepared to be in a minority of one. Nobody, however, ever 
mistook his forthright positions for anything other than total 
loyalty to the College and its historic values. It was whilst 
running Macquarie in the second half of the 1960s that this was 
best seen at a time when the Nautical College was heading 
for the rocks. In 1967, never afraid to speak his mind, he was 
one of three members of the academic staff who, by-passing 
an unyielding Captain Superintendent, prepared a strong 
memorandum urging the Governors to de-emphasise the sea-
going approach to education and presented it to the Board. 
Two years later, the NCP morphed into Pangbourne College. 

From then on, he evolved into the ‘conscience of the 
College’ to quote his close friend and long-time colleague 
Morton Hooper. Various Steve-inspired initiatives emerged, 
including the first Careers Room at the school for those not 
wishing to go to sea, improvements to the Library and a 
heartfelt project to grow hobbies and so-called minor sports 
one afternoon a week. The arrival of Peter Points in 1969 as 
the school’s first Headmaster simply galvanised him further, 
so helping to “liberalise” the way forward in Hoops’ words. 
Always a believing and practising Christian, he began to deliver 
eloquent, deeply-thought sermons at chapel. In parallel, he 
started a lone decades-long struggle to preserve and collate 
the school archives.

In 1963, aged 37, he married Pat Bradley, then Sister-
in-Charge of Sick Bay and a former nurse in the Army who 
had worked in a field hospital immediately behind advancing 
Allied ground forces in Normandy after D-Day. In Macquarie 
Steve and Pat helped in their own distinct ways to loosen the 
essentially hierarchical system they inherited which, Steve 
always felt, was self-perpetuating and counter-productive at 
Pangbourne. 

On retiring from teaching in 1986, he settled down in 

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Goring to research and write the first history of the College. 
This was published in 1991. Some ten years earlier, while still 
on the teaching staff, Steve had become Honorary Secretary 
of the OP Society. In this capacity, in the pre-internet era, he 
wrote countless letters to OPs, wrestled with a computer, 
visited OPs in Australia and New Zealand twice as well 
as in Canada and South Africa, edited the OP Magazine 
1997-2009, organised annual Founders’ Day photographic 
displays of College history and attended innumerable OP 
dinners, meetings, funerals and reunions. In 2009 he retired 
as Hon. Sec.; the OP Society marked the occasion and his 
huge contribution by commissioning his portrait (which, 
characteristically, he disliked) and staging a fine dinner at the 
Hurlingham Club in London. 

After Pat died in 2012, Steve remained in the family home 
in Goring for a time before moving into a retirement home 
across the river in Streatley. Steve died of sepsis in the Royal 
Berkshire Hospital on August 16th 2021, aged 95. He leaves 
a son Nick ,and a daughter Jenny, and three grand-children. 
Robin Knight (56-61) writes:
Robin Knight (The Pangboune Society) & The Times 

Mrs Lucy Stokes (neé French) 
Born 31 March 1962
Died 20 July 2021 - Aged 59
Bedford School Staff 1982-1987 

As Lucy French, Lucy was a 
matron at Farrar’s under John 
and Marcia Sylvester in the mid-
1980s.

She married Richard Stokes 
(75-80) in 1999. They had first 
been acquainted aged six, 
having been in the same class 
at Hazeldene Infants School 
in Bedford. However, though 
they discovered a number of 

shared memories from that year, their memories of each other 
consisted of just one incident: a moment on the playground 
when a boy chasing a friend used the hair bunches of a 
girl to enable him to make a sharp turn. The bunches were 
Lucy’s and the chasing boy was Richard! It was no surprise, 
therefore, that Lucy eluded him after that for the best part of 
thirty years, despite a near miss at Farrar’s. Had she stayed 
at Farrar’s as matron a year or so longer, she would have 
encountered Richard moving in as house tutor as he started 
his teaching career at the Inky in 1987. The room Richard 
occupied as house tutor at Farrar’s was the room Lucy had 
occupied as matron.

They eventually met again in the late 1990s at the King’s 
Arms Church in Bedford. A couple of Old Bedfordians at the 
wedding were Matthew Peacock (71-80) and Dominic Bullock 
(66-78).

Lucy’s life was marked by caring for others. After leaving 
Farrar’s she was in Romania for a while, supporting orphans 
and local people in a country devastated by the Ceausescu 
regime. Later, Lucy worked as an occupational therapist, and, 
more recently, until February 2021, she had been supporting 
the elderly through the covid pandemic, at a home providing 
assisted living. 

Richard has been a teacher (with deviations as a railway 

signaller, political researcher and postman among other 
things) and he is presently on the staff at the School as a part-
time After School Library Supervisor. 

Lucy is survived by Richard and their two children, 
Jonathan (21) and Naomi (18).

C Michael (Mike) Thorn 
Born 8 November 1927
Died 6 January 2021 - Aged 93 
At Bedford School 1941-1945 - Paulo Pontine

Mike was born on Jersey to Gordon 
William Powell, known as Bill, and 
Violet Elsie MacDougal, known as 
Bunny. He lived with his Mother and 
Granny, Margaret Elphinstone Sprott 
on the island of Jersey, while his 
Father was posted to India. Michael 
was schooled at Victoria College for 
Boys.

In 1940 Jersey was invaded 
by Germany. Mike and family caught the last boat to England, 
which landed in Liverpool, where they set up home. He was 
12 years old. Refugee Mike and his 2 brothers Anthony (41-49) 
and David (41-51) were offered a place at Bedford School. Mike 
was happy here. He excelled in English, German and French. 
He was in Paulo Pontine and played Rugby for the Third XV and 
Cricket for the First XI. He left the school in 1945.

Aged 18 he became a Gunner and was posted to the 4th 
Royal Horse Artillery in Germany, Kiel. His regiment was full of 
old soldiers who had survived the war. Their experiences had 
made them wise and generous and it was like joining a large 
extended family.

On returning to England, he applied for a post as an 
English Teacher at Eurocentre in Bournemouth. This was the 
beginning of his long, beloved career as an English Foreign 
Language (EFL) Teacher, which spanned over three decades. 
He also wrote a number of books including the successful 
series Exploring English for the publisher, Cassell.

He was later appointed Deputy Head of Eurocentre in 
Forest Hill under the Headship of John Andrews: ‘Michael 
was a great diplomat. He was gentle and kind to everyone. He 
personified The Old English Gent.’ Staff working under Mike 
said it was more like a family than a job. 

In 1977 he married Eva Josefina and was married for 42 
good years. 

In his youth he fell in love with jazz and became a 
passionate collector of music. He started a jazz night in 
Bedford called the Hot Club and throughout his life saw 
countless live performances including Duke Ellington, Count 
Basie and Ella Fitzgerald. In later years he would be first in 
line for Big Band shows at the Lewisham Theatre and at home 
you could find him tapping his feet, playing along to a trumpet 
solo on his kazoo. 

His gentle nature meant he formed a special bond with 
many animals, not least his beloved rabbit Tess and more 
recently the two stray cats he built shelters for in his garden. 

He is survived by: his spouse Eva Josefina and their 
daughter Virginia Mary; three sons George, Richard and Tony 
from his previous marriage and two daughters, Annette and 
Susanne from his first. He also has seven grandchildren and 
six great grandchildren. 
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Edward (Ted) W Thorogood 
Born 13 January 1927
Died 4 January 2021 - Aged 93 
At Bedford School 1938-1943 - St Peter’s
After leaving school Ted had a career in Agriculture which took 
him and his wife June to Nyasaland (Malawi), Africa for six years. 
On returning to England, he enrolled as a Police Officer rising to 
the rank of sergeant and then became an instructor at Hendon 
Police training college and was involved in setting up the Police 
National Computer before retiring. 

Ted was the father of two sons Timothy and Anthony. His 
favourite pastime was going to the South of France where he 
spent many happy holidays. Ted was a very proud member of 
the Old Bedfordians Club and spoke about his time at the school 
until his sad passing on the 4th January 2021 in Bedford.

David M Thurlow 
Born 19 February 1932
Died 12 January 2021 - Aged 88 
At Bedford School 1945-1948 - Talbot’s

Keith J Virgo 
Born 9 April 1941
Died Jan 2021 - Aged 79 
At Bedford School 1952-1958 - Talbot’s

Keith was born in 1941 
in Westhumble, a village 
near Dorking.  Following 
Bedford, he took an  
agriculture degree at Wye 
College, followed by an 
MSc in soil science from 
Aberdeen University and 

later, a diploma in Agricultural Economics at Silsoe.
In 1964, Keith joined the UK consultancy company Hunting 

Technical Services (HTS), as a soil surveyor. Apart from a short 
break as a soil surveyor in Alberta, Canada in 1967-1968, Keith 
remained with Hunting’s until 1980, as a land resources planner 
and team leader, working on irrigation and development projects in 
all regions of Africa, the Middle East and South-East Asia. He met 
Sandy, who was a cartographer, at Huntings, and they married in 
1968. They had two daughters, Fiona and Bridget.

The Tigray Rural Development Study (TRDS) was the British 
aid response to the 1972-1973 Sahelian drought in Ethiopia, and 
it was implemented by HTS and M Macdonald & Partners, from 
a base in Mekelle. Keith was the senior soil scientist and during 
the 1974 Phase I reconnaissance he established the boundary 
conditions for the land capability mapping and assessment 
that the project team followed. Keith became particularly 
knowledgeable on Vertisol soils, their physical properties and how 
they should be managed, co-authoring several important papers 
on them.

In 1980, Keith joined Atkins Land and Water, Cambridge. 
Assignments, mainly in management and team leader roles 
on community-based, aid-funded, rural development projects, 
took him to North and sub-Saharan Africa, the Middle East, the 
Caribbean, and S and SE Asia. Notable, long-term assignments 
included DFID’s Koshi Hills Development Project in Nepal 
(1986-1994); the EU-funded Doon Valley Project in the Indian 
Himalayas (1992-2001); and DFID’s West India Rainfed Farming 
Project (1999-2006). These projects were then at the cutting edge 

of new participatory approaches, that empowered women and 
communities, explored non-agricultural economic opportunities, 
and reduced the pressure on the environment.

In 1998 Keith made a chance discovery of Khali Estate in the 
Himalayan foothills: This area provided the perfect starting point 
for treks and to a lifelong close friendship with Himanshu and the 
Pande family. Away from the world of rural development, Keith 
and Himanshu planned annual treks together, starting with the 
Pindari Glacier. The treks in India were probably the best times for 
everyone fortunate enough to join in, including colleagues, friends 
and family. The link with Khali Estate led to the establishment, 
with colleagues from India and the UK, of Village Ways, a social 
enterprise to promote village tourism in which communities 
benefitted directly from guests staying in community-owned 
guesthouses. Operations commenced with partner villages in the 
Indian Himalayas, and expanded to villages across India, Nepal 
and into Bhutan. This became a consuming passion, into which 
Keith put a huge amount of effort and expertise.

Keith’s retirement from Atkins in 2001 saw no slowdown, but 
an acceleration in his wide-ranging activities and consultancy 
work. He undertook project preparation and evaluation work for 
the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), the 
EU, DFID and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) in India, Nepal, 
Afghanistan, Egypt and Sri Lanka. Regular visits to Sri Lanka were 
sometimes timed to coincide with cricket test matches, a passion 
shared by both Keith and Sandy. Only last year, as his work for the 
ADB in Sri Lanka was coming to an end, he was looking forward 
to the prospect of a new project in Tonga.

Keith and Sandy established a family home at Pettetts Farm, 
near Newmarket, with a flock of Hebridean sheep that were 
mostly managed by Sandy, as Keith continued to travel frequently. 
Keith was also involved with the Cambridge Conservation 
Initiative, Birdlife International, and various alternative technology 
organisations, as well as being a Fellow of the Royal Society of 
Biology, but his contribution to the Tropical Agriculture Association 
(TAA) was exceptional. He served on the Executive Committee 
(ExCo) since the mid-1980s. He was Convenor for East Anglia 
(2002-2021), Members’ Directory Editor (1987-2014), Web 
Manager (2013-2021), and Chairman (2014-2019). He also had an 
outstanding record for recruiting new members, both individual 
and institutional. At the (virtual) 2020 AGM, he was presented with 
an Award of Merit for his contributions to the TAA.

In January 2021 Keith was in hospital recovering from heart 
surgery when he contracted Covid-19.

He is survived by his wife Sandy, and daughters Fiona and 
Bridget and their families. 

Robert B Waller 
Born 17 August 1938
Died 26 March 2020 - Aged 81 
At Bedford School 1950-1956 - Sanderson’s

William (Bill) D Whatley 
Born 17 January 1949
Died September 2011 - Aged 62 
At Bedford School 1956-1965 - Bromham

John B A Willis 
Born 30 April 1931
Died 22 May 2019 - Aged 88 
At Bedford School 1940-1948 – Bromham
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John qualified as a Solicitor and was the solicitor to The 
Harpur Trust for many years. 

He married firstly Caroline Jacks, and secondly Diana Otter 
and was father to 2 sons, Tim (76-81) and Bill (80-83). 

William ‘Bill’ A D Windham (photo – Bill Windham) 
Born 2 April 1926
Died 5 January 2021 - Aged 94 
At Bedford School 1940-1944 - St Cuthbert’s

The death of Bill Windham, at the age 
of 94, has deprived the rowing world of 
one of its most senior figures. A double 
Cambridge Blue, multiple Henley winner, 
Captain of Leander Club, and GB 
international oarsman, Bill went on to 
become President of Leander and senior 
Steward of Henley Royal Regatta.

William Ashe Dymoke Windham was 
born in 1926 near Woburn, the son of 
Lieutenant Colonel Steuart Windham, 

a veteran of both the Boer and Great War. Bill was descended 
from an ancient Norfolk family whose members included his 
namesake William Windham, who served in William Pitt’s cabinet 
as Secretary of State for War 200 years ago. 

Bill was taught at home by his mother, Marjorie, who had set 
up a small school at home, from which he won a scholarship to 
Bedford School, where he learned to row. The sport was evidently 
in his blood, as his maternal great-uncle, WC ‘Willie’ Crofts, was 
twice winner of the Diamonds for Brasenose College, Oxford, in 
1867 and 1869, and Bill was elected Captain of Boats at Bedford 
School in 1944 before winning a scholarship to read engineering at 
Christ’s College, Cambridge.

“If the war had lasted a bit longer I would have gone into the 
Sappers or the Navy” he recalled last year. “We suddenly heard 
the good news that the war was over, at least in Europe – I was 
walking along the banks of the Cam at the time, and there was 
much excitement – a lot of hugging and kissing!” 

Bill first rowed at Henley for Christ’s College, Cambridge, in 
1945, and was one of the last survivors of the men who took part 
in that first regatta after the war, but he was always destined for 
greater things than his College boat. He rowed at 5 for Cambridge 
in the 1947 Boat Race, when his crew beat Oxford by 10 lengths, 
and he moved up to the 7 seat, behind David Jennens at stroke, 
for his second successful race in 1951. They were invited to 
race in Boston, USA, to celebrate the 175th anniversary of Paul 
Revere’s midnight ride to warn the militia of the approaching 
British forces during the American War of Independence, and 
Cambridge duly beat Harvard, Boston University, and MIT, to win a 
replica of the Paul Revere silver bowl. 

Having gained a Double First in Mechanical Sciences, as well 
as a University Prize, Bill started a career with Arthur Guinness Son 
& Co. (GB) which was to last almost 40 years.

But his rowing career was far from over, and he raced many 
times at Henley for Leander, winning the Grand in 1949 and 1952. 
His final Henley wins came in 1953, when he was club captain 
and achieved a notable double in both the Stewards and the 
Grand, the last occasion on which Leander won the premier eights 
trophy as a club crew, rather than a GB composite. Bill was also 
a member of the GB eight that won bronze medals at the Empire 
Games in New Zealand and the European Championships in Milan 
in 1950. The following year his crew became European champions 

in Macon, and his final international vest was at the Olympic 
Games in Helsinki, when his crew finished fourth behind the USA, 
the Soviet Union and Australia.

His career with Guinness took him to the St. James’s Gate 
Brewery, where he was able to continue his rowing connections 
as coach to many Dublin-based clubs, including Lady Elizabeth 
and Garda Siochana. Meanwhile he had been elected Steward 
of Henley Royal Regatta, where he served as a member of the 
Committee of Management from 1972, by which time his family 
had returned to the UK. At the time of his death, Bill had served 
67 years and become the longest serving Steward in the history of 
the Regatta.

Bill will best be remembered at Henley, at least by younger 
members of the rowing world, as the long-standing timekeeper 
on Launch 1, where he formed a triumvirate with the late James 
Crowden and Adrian Cadbury. Countless members of the race 
reporting team, who shared space at the back of the boat, 
recollect his gentle, forgiving, style which contrasted with that of 
many of his fellow Stewards of the time! From this vantage point 
Bill was able to record many notable races, including the occasion 
when Hansa Dortmund beat the six-minute barrier in the final of 
the Grand in 1989.

For all the formality, the umpires’ launches were not without 
their humorous moments. During a filming visit to the regatta by 
Ruby Wax in the early 1990s, she was invited to watch a race from 
the chairman’s launch, where she was greeted by Bill and Adrian. 
Within minutes she had managed to persuade Bill to swap his 
Cambridge cap for her own scarlet feather fascinator, an occasion 
which is sadly not recorded on camera!

Bill and his wife Alison, nee Curtis, whom he had married in 
1956 moved to Wales in 1987 and settled near Hay-on-Wye, 
where he immersed himself in country pursuits, running the local 
shoot, and fishing the local rivers, and he was appointed High 
Sheriff of Powys in 1996/7.

Nevertheless, his rowing commitments continued at a distance 
– he was elected President of Leander in 1993 and was able to 
oversee both the redevelopment of the clubhouse during his five 
years in office, as well as the landmark admission of women to 
membership.

William Ashe Dymoke Windham, born on 2 April 1926, died on 
5 January 2021. He is survived by his wife Alison and their sons, 
Ashe and William, and a daughter, Emma.
By Robert Treharne Jones

Lt Col Martin G A Young 
Born 21 January 1932
Died 11 October 2020 - Aged 88 
At Bedford School 1941-1948 - St Cuthbert’s

Martin was with 92 Company East 
African Army Service Corps and was 
one of the first to be commissioned 
into 618 SMPS Royal Military Police 
from 1954-1957 (as opposed to being 
seconded into the Corps).

In retirement from the Army, Martin 
was the Show Secretary for the 
Yorkshire Show from 1978-1992 and 
was the Club’s DVP for South Scotland 
for many years, based in Moffat. He 

married Helen and they had 3 children, Murray, Neil and 
Susan. He is survived by his daughter Susan. ■




