
OBITUARIES
Michael W Alcock
Born 25 September 1932
Died 8 December 2023 - Aged 91
At Bedford School 1943-1950 – Ashburnham

Neville M Andrews
Born October 1933
Died 9 December 2023 - Aged 90

,

head of history at his alma mater and the opportunity to be 

Sam Andrews

Nigel G Barker
Born 25 January 1959
Died 19 November 2023 - Aged 64
At Bedford School  
1967-1977 - St Cuthbert’s
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Peter Brichta (aka Peter Brett) 
Born 6 June 1929
Died 14 July 2023 - Aged 94
At Bedford School  
1942-1945 – Burnaby

Oklahoma

French 
Dressing

Fawlty 
Towers

Game in a Spider’s Web also has a 

Walking Blues, based on Peter’s screenplay of the same 

In a Language Not My Own

W A E ‘Bill’ Canvin
Born 16 August 1945
Died 1 June 2023 - Aged 77
At Bedford School  
1954-1961 - Ashburnham

Andrew J Clark 
Born 21 January 1932
Died 30 January 2023 - 
Aged 91
At Bedford School 
1942-1950 - Bromham

Alan M Coates
Born 2 April 1926
Died 7 April 2023 - Aged 97
At Bedford School 1939-1944 – Crescent

John P Crofts
Born 2 June 1959
Died 20 June 2024 - Aged 65

Manchester, to parents Peter 



years as a member of the uncharacteristically youthful Bedford 

by his three stepchildren, Tessa, Ben and Chris and four 

Richard J Cundall
Born 14 April 1951
Died 9 July 2024 - Aged 73
At Bedford School  
1964-1969 – Redburn

Colin H B Day
Born 19 June 1934
Died 30 December 2021 - Aged 87
At Bedford School 1943-1952 - Talbot’s

Roger T Eddleston
Born 25 July 1949
Died 1 November 2022 - Aged 73
At Bedford School 1963-1967 - Paulo Pontine

Henry L Ensor
Born 3 July 1932
Died 17 January 2024 - Aged 91
At Bedford School 1945-1951 - Paulo Pontine
Son of Eric L Ensor (1901-1905).

Col Donald N Faithfull-Davies
Born 12 September 1944
Died 6 May 2022 - Aged 77
At Bedford School 1958-1963 – Pemberley

Richard Faulkner
Born 28 May 1952
Died 27 October 2023 - Aged 71
At Bedford School  
1963-1969 - Ashburnham
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Peter C Firmin
Born 24 August 1934
Died 24 April 2024 - Aged 89
At Bedford School  
1945-1951 – Crescent

Lt-Col John Garton Jones MBE 
Born 19 September 1930
Died 18 October 2022 - Aged 92
At Bedford School  
1939-1949 - Crescent



      

Peter W G George 
Born 22 July 1930
Died 19 November 2023 -  
Aged 93
At Bedford School  
1940-1949 – Ashburnham

attended school as a day boy, 

his older brother by nine years, 

Whilst in Southampton, he almost immediately met his 

Peter and Pat had 2 children, Michael and Sally, and 

D Charles Gorer 
Born 20 July 1936
Died 16 September 2024 – 
Aged 88
At Bedford School  
1947-1950 - Sanderson’s

meant Charles’ time at Bedford 

The Old Bedfordians
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on its council and as its secretary and as a trustee of a 

 

 

and Charles became her principal carer until her death in 

To My Beloved

But yet you stay within my sight.
You turn to see who comes behind,
The footsteps which you hear are mine.

Amidst a Crowd of Stars; 
Exit Left; Learning to Say Goodbye and Of Thee We Sing.

Philip M Gorton
Born 24 November 1929
Died 3 November 2022 - Aged 92
At Bedford School 1940-1946 – Ashburnham

A J Michael Grant
Born 27 February 1933
Died 19 October 2023 - Aged 90
At Bedford School 1942-1951 - Glanyrafon

Robert J Gray
Born 22 May 1935
Died 22 September 2024 - 
Aged 89
At Bedford School  
1946-1952 - Crescent

Bedfordshire, and at school 

Colin Simco (48-55)



      

The Revd Nathaniel (Neil) B Hall
Born 21 April 1931
Died 22 June 2024 - Aged 93
At Bedford School  
1944-1950 - Paulo Pontine

churches and hundreds of church leaders until his retirement 

st

Derek A Hammond
Born 30 June 1934
Died 21 June 2022 - Aged 87
At Bedford School  
1943-1951 - Crescent
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K Neil Harper
Born 13 January 1942
Died 7 August 2022 - Aged 80
At Bedford School 1953-1960 – Redburn

Sir James P I Hennessy  
KBE CMG
Born 26 September 1923
Died 25 February 2024 -  
Aged 100
At Bedford School  
1937-1941 – Bromham



other Britons had been arrested as spies and Hills had been 
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Adapted from The Telegraph

Col Ben J Herman RM, 
LVO
Born 30 December 1934
Died 30 November 2022 –  
Aged 87
At Bedford School  
1946-1953 – Paulo Pontine

 
B L Hoppe
Born 15 November 
1929
Died 29 May 2024 - 
Aged 94
At Bedford School  
1939-1948 -  
St Peter’s

‘Gerry McNally, 19 year old ROAC private, had the chance that 

often as he liked. Yet McNally, English international amateur 



Hoppe, 22, of the Duke of Wellington’s Regiment, won the Army 
light-weight title on a majority verdict at the Albert Hall.

the other ranks’ championship since WWI, now goes forward to 

years, Peter immersed himself in the community and the parish, 

Michael J Jennings
Born 9 May 1934
Died 12 March 2022 - Aged 87
At Bedford School 1943-1951 - Paulo Pontine

Richard B Kerr
Born 14 December 1944
Died 8 December 2023 -  
Aged 78
At Bedford School  
1952-1962 - Pemberley

solo part in Once in Royal David’s City

All 
Shook Up

Blue Eyes

Blue Eyes’ predecessor, Rosie

Brandy

Mandy
Brandy 

(You’re a Fine Girl

Somewhere in 
the Night and Looks Like We Made It

The Old Bedfordians
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Looks Like We Made It I’ll Never 
Love This Way Again” Somewhere 
in the Night

Blue Eyes

Don’t Close Your Eyes

Adapted from The Telegraph

Simon N S Kimber
Born 21 September 1947
Died 10 September 2024 –  
Aged 76
At Bedford School  
1958-1965 – Talbot’s 

 

Michael C Kish
Born 22 November 1941
Died 9 August 2024 - Aged 82
At Bedford School  
1951-1958 - Ashburnham

 

David J Lockett
Born 10 May 1929
Died 14 May 2022 -  
Aged 92
At Bedford School  
1937-1947 - Paulo Pontine

John M B Long
Born 4 September 1933
Died 8 February 2024 - Aged 90
At Bedford School 1945-1951 – Bromham

H W Alan Loxley
Born 8 February 1926
Died 31 August 2023 - Aged 97
At Bedford School  
1937-1943 - Ashburnham



Brian L Marsh
Born 29 May 1936
Died 22 May 2024 - Aged 87
At Bedford School  
1944-1954 – Burnaby

and in his early years the family 

of years he paid for the supply of fuel for the church 

Messiah

Charles Matthew
Born 15 August 1936
Died 24 June 2024 - Aged 87
At Bedford School 1943-1954 - Talbot’s

Brian J (Joe) Mitchell
Born 12 March 1943
Died 1 June 2019 - Aged 76
At Bedford School 1956-1960 - Redburn

The Old Bedfordians
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Michael J H Mortimer
Born 15 December 1936
Died 17 June 2023 - Aged 86
At Bedford School 1948-1955 - Crescent

John O Murray-Clarke
Born 30 July 1933
Died 30 December 2023 - Aged 90
At Bedford School 1946-1952 - St Peter’s

1st nd

Dr Conolly (Con) S Norman 
Born 5 September 1936
Died 25 September 2022 -  
Aged 86
At Bedford School  
1950-1954 - Kirkman’s

Ian J Northern
Born 10 May 1959
Died 8 July 2024 - Aged 65
At Bedford School  
1967-1977 - St Peter’s

community and beyond and had many close friends from his 

David J O’Meara
Born 16 July 1945
Died 4 January 2006 - Aged 60
At Bedford School  
1954-1963 - Pemberley

Ian R Pell
Born 31 December 1964
Died 16 July 2024 - Aged 59
At Bedford School  
1972-1981 - Paulo Pontine

Robert (Bob) I Penlington
Born 2 February 1932
Died 28 March 2024 -  
Aged 92
At Bedford School  
1944-1949 - Talbot’s

 
 

The Revd Peter L Pickett
Born 19 October 1928
Died 17 March 2024 - Aged 95
At Bedford School  
1941-1947 - Glanyrafon



and Vice-Captain of the 1st

Frank A Pinguet
Born 26 March 1930
Died 7 May 2024 - Aged 94
At Bedford School  
1941-1948 – Pemberley

apprenticeship in the 

started at the shipyard in 

chairman of the board for 10 years, and treasurer of 

George S Pink
Born 6 January 1934
Died 5 January 2024 - Aged 89
At Bedford School 1947-1952 - 
Kirkman’s
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Robert (Bob) A Plumptre
Born 23 November 1931
Died 10 October 2023 - Aged 91
At Bedford School  
1939-1950 – Crescent

child of the headmaster of 

John E Pullinger
Born 30 May 1925
Died 25 September 2022 -  
Aged 97
At Bedford School  
1936-1941 - St Peter’s

5th form, much to his annoyance, 
as his parents decided that he 

Malcolm Rae 
Born 1943
Died 15 October 2023 - Aged 80

F John Rawlins
Born 27 January 1934
Died 27 April 2024 - Aged 90
At Bedford School 1942-1951 – Ashburnham



Chris M Reynolds
Born 21 August 1949
Died 9 July 2023 – Aged 73
At Bedford School 1962-1967 – 
Sanderson’s

How to book business with Incentive 
Companies”

Paul W Ripley 
Born 31 July 1942
Died 13 November 2023 -  
Aged 81
At Bedford School  
1956-1959 - Kirkman’s

From Peter Hudson (53-59)

Angus G Robertson 
Born 31 August 1936
Died 20 January 2024 - Aged 87
At Bedford School  
1943-1955 - Redburn

The Old Bedfordians
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Commentary team and his stentorian tones could be heard 

submitted an entry form that he considered did not pass 

them on to the indomitable Pam Cole to sort out local 

Robin E R Rumboll
Born 1 August 1939
Died 4 October 2023 - Aged 84
At Bedford School  
1952-1957 - Talbot’s

record by three inches. He shows great promise
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interests into other commercial radio stations before Channel 

Graham P C Saunders 
Born 15 March 1947
Died 6 February 2024 -  
Aged 76
At Bedford School  
1958-1964 – Bromham

Dr David R Sayers
Born 25 March 1938
Died 6 December 2022 - Aged 84
At Bedford School 1951-1956 - Talbot’s

Mrs Joan Schoenenberger
Born 6 May 1929
Died 12 January 2024 - Aged 94

Barry Sharp
Born 6 July 1940
Died 3 May 2024 -  
Aged 83
At Bedford School  
1951-1958 - St Peter’s

David A Shephard 
Born 2 June 1965
Died 19 May 2024 - Aged 58
At Bedford School  
1978-1982 - Burnaby



Escape from Alcatraz

school life at Bedford, he had many fond memories of his time 

Neil Dawson (78-83)

R Patrick F Shorten
Born 19 September 1933
Died 21 December 2023 -  
Aged 90
At Bedford School  
1941-1950 - Crescent

in Bedford, the son of a cattle 

Brill C of E Primary School to support former pupils in their 

John H W Steedman
Born 23 December 1945
Died 4 July 2024 - Aged 78
At Bedford School 1959-1963 – Kirkman’s

The Old Bedfordians
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Robin Steedman, 64-73

John K Turner
Born 5 February 1931
Died 29 November 2023 - Aged 92
At Bedford School 1942-1948 - Crescent

Stuart L Viner
Born 12 March 1936
Died 2024 - Aged 88
At Bedford School  
1945-1955 - St Peter’s

and Elsie in the School House, 
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Peter B Voisey 
Born 16 February 1932
Died 17 April 2023 - Aged 91
At Bedford School 1946-1948 – 
Pemberley

Patrick D Vulliamy
Born 25 May 1927
Died 6 October 2022 - Aged 95
At Bedford School 1940-1945 - St 
Cuthbert’s



Born 13 August 1948
Died 20 February 2022 - Aged 73
At Bedford School 1959-1966 - Paulo Pontine

Christopher N F Ward
Born 7 December 1960
Died 2024 - Aged 64
At Bedford School 1974-1979 - Paulo Pontine

David A H Wells
Born 18 April 1939
Died 7 February 2024 - 
Aged 84
At Bedford School  
1952-1957 – Pemberley

th

Robert F Willson
Born 19 November 1930
Died 28 December 2023 - Aged 93
At Bedford School 1941-1947 - St Cuthbert’s

Julian B Wolfendale
Born 4 June 1964
Died 7 December 2023 -  
Aged 59
At Bedford School  
1975-1979 - Paulo Pontine

the 2012 London Olympics and Paralympics
Yeah Baby,

Damaged Goods: A True Story of 
Adoption, Music, People & Choices, is the story of his life and 

days before police and fences, and a host of the parties that 

in Record Collector Magazine

‘Not Quite Classic Cars’
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