Friends of Bedford School Boat Club

Newsletter Summer 2024

Email: friendsofbsbc@bedfordschool.org.uk

Twitter: @FoBSBC @BedfordSchoolBC

Term Update

The busy Regatta season saw improved weather
and no cancellations, thankfully changing the
recurring theme of the Head season!

The two largest events for Friends of BSBC take
place during the Summer term - Bedford Regatta
and National Schools’ Regatta.

Running the popular BBQ at Bedford Regatta
takes a lot of pre-planning, volunteer support
and event management on the day to ensure it
runs smoothly. A big thank you to all the parent
volunteers throughout the day, enabling over £4k
in sales revenue!

BSBC @BedfordSchoolBC - May 12

A massive thank you to @FoBSBC for running the BBQ, marshalling,
supporting and roaring our boys down the course yesterday. Means a lot
and the food was very tasty! \\ & ¢ thank you.
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The late May bank holiday weekend saw Bedford
School’s community presence out in force at
National Schools’ Regatta over the 3 days.
Following the J14 support on Friday, we
welcomed the Headmaster on Saturday alongside
J15, Colts and Senior supporters - our energetic
bankside support was noted from fellow schools!
Thanks to all parents for supporting and donating
food over the long weekend and making it such a
success.

v/, BSBC @BedfordSchoolBC - May 26
"© Thanks so much for the AMAZING support, spread of food and cheering
voices over the whole weekend! Atmosphere was amazing. Thank you

@FoBSBC

The Boat Club Awards celebrated all crews
across the season with special awards to the
following rowers:
J14: Hamish Timmins
J15: Sam Else
Colts: James Pinkney
Most Improved: Michael Moretto
Outstanding Oarsman: Rupert Apps
Boris Batine J15 ergo: Fin Miller
Boris Batine £1000 bursary for breaking 6:30
for 2000m on the ergo in U6th year:

e Rupert Apps

e Scott Gildersleve

e Luke Pollen-Brooks

BSBC @BedfordSchoolBC - Jun 23

A great evening at our Boat Club awards evening last night. Lovely weather
for a nice evening reflecting on another strong successful year. #oneclub
Heagle
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Congratulations to the following Senior rowers
Major Sports Colours for Rowing awarded to:
e William Cave
e Luke Pollen-Brooks

Minor Sports Colours for Rowing awarded to:
e Charlie Eggleton

Savhan Jutla

Oscar Jooste

Finley Mitchell

Michael Moretto

Henry Pascall

Nate Sharpe

Hugo Wilson

Trystan Wright

The 100 Club has grown steadily with support
from across the school and wider community.
Over 120 numbers are now in the monthly draws
with Upper School, Prep School, OB and wider
community winners!

Draw Results

Month 1st 2nd 3rd
November A Parrish C Mullooly S Williams
December A Shirley A Northey N Oakes
January A Shirley P Dickens P Borelli
February J Ward T Woodhouse C Mullooly
March M Crowe L Palmieri N Clements
Roberts
April J Lobley E Hudson J Ward
May G Gobert S Barnes A Northey
June D Gates C Clavier H Pask

Finally, best of luck on results days to all our crews
who took formal exams in the Summer term.
Wishing U6th and Year 11 leavers every success
in their next chapter and hope you continue to
enjoy your rowing!

Caroline Northey - Chair

Thank you to our Committee & Year Group
Representatives, who have helped support
rowing initiatives over the Summer term but also
throughout the season.

Vice Chairs: Sarah Meier & Elaine Franklin

Y9: Nancy Oakes

Y10: Sharmila Sohanpal

Y11: Helen Battersby

Y12: Anna Harrison

Y13: Anna Pascall

Future Dates: 2024 /25 Season

Bedford Head 13 October

Star Head 17 November

Bedford Regatta 10 May

Henley Royal Regatta 01 - 06 July

v BSBC @BedfordSchoolBC - Jul 3
Henley Crew 2024
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Master in Charge of Rowing
Report

The summer term is the regatta season for the
rowers and there have been many exciting side-
by-side races across the year groups.

For the 1st VIII it has been a season of so very
nearly. They missed making the A final at
National Schools by just half a length. They had
an epic race again The Southport School
Australia, which they lost by two feet. And they
finished their season on Tuesday with a gutsy
race against Eton at Henley Royal Regatta, which
they lost by just a third of a length. However,
they have also had many excellent wins,
including winning both 1st VIIIs and the
Challenge 8s at Bedford Regatta. They have been
an outstanding 1st VIII, one of the strongest the
school has produced, and they have set a high
bar for future 1st VIIIs to aspire to.

The 2nd VIII has had an outstanding season.
They maintained their strong form from the
Schools’ Head, winning 2nd 8s at Bedford
Regatta and finishing 5th at National Schools.
However, the defining moment of their season
was qualifying for the Temple Challenge at
Henley Royal Regatta, the first time the school
has qualified a crew for this event. Similar to the
1st VIII, they are the fastest 2nd VIII the school
has ever produced and shown the pathway for
future crews to emulate.

The Colts, J15s and J14s have all significantly
developed this term. The Colts A crew, after a
poor result at the Schools’ Head have improved
and improved to finish 5th at The National
Schools’ Regatta and give the school back-to-
back A finals in J16 VIIIs for the first time. The
J15 A and J14 A crews have finished with a very
strong 2nd half of term, reversing the results
against many crews who had previously beaten
them earlier in the season. The J15s and J14s
finished with some excellent wins at Star,
Thames Valley Park and Peterborough regattas.



2024 Regatta Season

Wallingford Regatta

:\‘:;, BSBC @BedfordSchoolBC - May 5

« Colts coach buoying some static drills in the sunshine before racing the
heat of Wallingford Regatta. #eagle #outstandingsport

.“f,’,' BSBC @BedfordSchoolBC - May 5
"~ 1st 8in action on the way to winning their. Good luck in the final later.

Bedford Regatta
L, BSBC @BedfordSchoolBC - May 12

A great effort from the seniors yesterday at Bedford Regatta. Well done
boys. #bsbc #oneclub
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\:/ BSBC @BedfordSchoolBC - May 12
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< Aselection of our winning crews. 1st 8 ./ 2nd 8 *_/ 3rd 8 "/ J18 4+

Star Regatta

&'hv". BSBC @BedfordSchoolBC - Jun 8
"© 4th pot of the day for the j16s brought home by the 8+

/. BSBC @BedfordSchoolBC - Jun 9
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"~ Well done to the J14 A octo who powered home to win the final. The J14 B4x
won their final too. Well done boys.

4, BSBC @BedfordSchoolBC - Jun 9
2~ Another winning crew came from the senior 4+. Well done boys!
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BSBC @BedfordSchoolBC - Jun 9
Great day from the J15 squad, making two finals and beating Shiplake in the
final of the J15 8’s. Well done boys.

Thames Valley Park Regatta
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BSBC @BedfordSchoolBC - Jun 23

Another great days racing at @rtregatta strong rows from both crews
resulted in wins for the Colts A and J15A crew. Well done to all boys who
raced across the weekend.

Henley Royal Regatta Qualification

*
N

. BSBC @BedfordSchoolBC - Jun 28
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2nd and 3rd VIl off to race, great performance from 2nd VIl to qualify in the
Temple Challenge Cup.

Peterborough Regatta

S’.'},’,. BSBC @BedfordSchoolBC - Jul 3
Well done to everyone who raced at Peterborough Junior Championships.
J15A winning the octo with ¥ J14 A octo winning Y J14 Quad Y
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Henley Royal Regatta

ot BSBC @BedfordSchoolBC - Jul 3

A great row yesterday from our 1st VIIl who produced a strong performance
to push Eton all the way to the line. Well done and a row to be proud of
boys.

~Né. BSBC @BedfordSchoolBC - Jul 3
" Afirst experience for Bedford School having the 2nd VIil racing in the
Temple. The boys raced hard against a very experienced Oxford Brookes
crew. Well done boys. The support was loud and outstanding.




