
Season Update 
 
Returning after the summer break following some 
impressive results from the U19 GB triallists, the 
crews were ready for the Head season.   
 

  
 
However, the unpredictable weather through 
Autumn and Winter saw a number of race 
cancellations. The Spring term saw the return of hot 
chocolate and donuts – a welcome Saturday treat 
after cold and wet training. We even had Mr 
Hodgson helping to make hot chocolates, fresh back 
from his sabbatical!  
 
The two largest events for Friends of BSBC take 
place during the Summer term - Bedford Regatta 
and National Schools’ Regatta.  
 
Running the popular BBQ at Bedford Regatta 
takes a lot of pre-planning, volunteer support and 
event management on the day to ensure it runs 
smoothly. A big thank you to all the parent 
volunteers throughout the day, enabling over £4k in 
sales revenue! 
 

The late May bank holiday weekend saw Bedford 
School’s community presence out in force at 
National Schools’ Regatta over 2 days at Holme 
Pierrepont. Following the J14 support on Friday, we 
welcomed the Headmaster on Saturday alongside 
J15, Colts and Senior supporters. Thanks to all 
parents for supporting and donating food over the 
long weekend and making it such a success. We’ll 
be back to Dorney in 2026. 
 
The Boat Club Awards celebrated all crews across 
the season with special awards to the following 
rowers: 
J14: Arlo Mallison 
J15: Sebastian Warner 
Colts: Oscar Qualtrough 
Most Improved: Isaac Battersby  
Outstanding Oarsman: Daniel McGregor 
Boris Batine J15 ergo: Hamish Timmins 
Boris Batine £1000 bursary for breaking 6:30 for 
2000m on the ergo in U6th year: 

• Alex Harrison 
• Daniel McGregor 
• Michael Moretto 

 

 
 
Congratulations to the following Senior rowers 
Major Sports Colours for Rowing awarded to: 

• Stanley Breed 
• Alex Deane 
• Sam Deardon 
• Alex Harrison 
• Julian Lainck 
• Michael Moretto 
• Oliver Payne 
• Ben Rioch 
• David Shirley   

 
Minor Sports Colours for Rowing awarded to: 

• Isaac Battersby 
• Ruairi Cassell 
• Toby Northey 
• James Pinkney 
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• Matthew Pitt 
• Max Seebacher 
• Charlie Spencer 
• Ivan Yu 

 
The 100 Club has continued to grow with support 
from across the school and wider community. Over 
100 numbers are now in the monthly draws with 
Upper School, Prep School, OB and wider 
community winners! 
  
Draw Results 
 
Month 1st 2nd 3rd 
September L Lock M DeGale C Belbin 
October M Thakhar N Tierney S Sutton 
November  P Deane V Timmins C Mullooly 
December E Franklin N Oakes D Gates 
January K Nevill J McGregor K Rioch 
February A Howard S Northey A Barnes 
March L Payne M Wooding Jones N Wilkins 
April K Rioch C Northey J Apps 
May P Blake A Mantini H Battersby 
June C Qualtrough D Pinkney W Garner 

 Thanks to all of our 
supporters and fundraising, BSBC crews can 
train using top-of-the-range equipment, supporting 
our athletes to be the best they can be. This season 
we have bought 6 x Concept2 RowErgs and 6 x 
Concept2 BikeErgs supporting BSBC with over 
£12k of investment. 

The 100 Club and other fundraising efforts will 
continue the legacy of investing in the future of 
rowing and rowers at Bedford School. 

What a complement for Friends of BSBC in the 
Headmaster’s end of Summer Term Update! “The 
community support for the Boat Club at Bedford 
Regatta, National Schools Regatta and Henley 
(200+ guests!) - a great example of a community 
within a community.” 

Support for our OBs at Henley Royal Regatta was 
noted, especially at the crew clap outs, with Josh 
Lyon’s mother commenting on the visible OB 
support on Sunday’s finals. 

Finally, best of luck on results days to all our crews 
who took formal exams in the Summer term. 
Wishing U6th and Year 11 leavers every 
success in their next chapter and hope you 
continue to enjoy your rowing!  

Caroline Northey – Chair 

Thank you to our Committee & Year Group 
Volunteers, who have helped support rowing 
initiatives throughout the season. 
Vice Chairs: Elaine Franklin & Sarah Meier 
Treasurer: Simon Honey 
 

Future Dates: 2025/26 Season 
 

• Bedford Head 12 October 
• Bedford Regatta 09 May 
• National Schools’ Regatta 22 – 24 May  
• Henley Royal Regatta 30 June – 05 July 

 

 
 
Director of Rowing  
 
Autumn Report 
The Boat club has seen 44 boys training consistently 
this term, unfortunately there have been very few 
chances for them to show the product of all this 
training, as with the continuous deluges of rain, 
most non-Great Ouse events have been cancelled. 
The only event to survive the floods was Bedford 
Small Boats Head, at which the boys swept the 
board, beating Latymer, Norwich and Bedford 
Modern. 
 
This term has seen six boys compete at GB trials in 
November, where Daniel McGregor was the standout 
performer finishing 13th from 201 starters. The next 
round will also be over the 5km course at Boston in 
February. 
 
Spring Report 
There have been 130 boys rowing in the spring 
term, and the weather gods have been kind to us 
with very little flooding, benign wind conditions and 
two glorious days to finish March with at the 
Schools’ Head and the Junior Sculling Head at 
Dorney.   
 
There were good wins for all age groups at Bedford 
Head, along with the two fastest times of the day. 
At the final event of the year, the 1st VIII produced 
an excellent performance to finish 8th overall, 
matching last year’s 1st VIII who also finished 8th; it 
is only the 2018 crew who has ever finished higher 
in 7th. The 2nd VIII finished 7th in their category 
and 30th overall, which is a better result than some 
recent 1st VIIIs have achieved.    
 
The 3rd VIII finished 6th, the Colts A and J15 A both 
finished 3rd in their 1st 8 in categories, but both 
crews will need to find some considerable speed to 
close down the Championship crews in their age 
groups come the summer.   
  
The J16 B and J15 B crews both finished 8th in their 
events; solid performances, and with hard work, 



both crews are in a position where they could fight 
for a top 6 A final position at the National Schools 
Regatta. Amid their epic day out on the water, the 
J15 C crew finished 7th in their event. For these less 
experienced crews, completing a 10-mile round trip 
with a 20-minute race on what to them will feel like 
the sea is as much a success as the results they 
achieve.   
 
The J15 A and B crews raced at the Sculling Schools 
Head in a 3800m time trial, finishing 8th and 10th 
respectively, along with the J14 A crew who 
recorded a strong 13th place finish with B and C 
crews in 31 and 39 from 40 entries.  
 
The Seniors and Colts travel to Sarnen, Switzerland, 
and the J15s and J14s have a camp at Radley 
College during the Easter break. All crews are 
looking forward to the summer regatta season.   
 
Summer Report 
The summer term is the regatta season for the 
rowers and there have been many exciting side-by-
side races across the year groups.  

The 1st VIII have had an exceptional season with 
multiple wins, most notably a double of Nottingham 
City in the morning and Bedford Regatta in the 
afternoon. They qualified for the 6 lane A final at 
National Schools Regatta for the first time since 
2018, finishing 6th and now, with one change, look 
forward to their Henley Royal Regatta races in the 
Princess Elizabeth Challenge Cup. This has been one 
of the strongest 1st VIIIs the school has produced, 
and they have set a high bar for future 1st VIIIs to 
aspire to.  

The 2nd VIII and 3rd VIII have had a solid season 
finishing in the middle of the packs at the national 
events, both crews have now benefited from the 
addition of some Fifth Form boys into the boat. Both 
crews made the A final of 2nd VIIIs at Marlow 
Regatta and now go forward to the Temple qualifiers 
at Henley.  

The Colts A crew, after a poor result at The Schools’ 
Head, have improved and improved this term, first 
winning Silver at the Junior Inter Regional Regatta 
and then backing it up with a 10th place at The 
National Schools’ Regatta. They also notched up 
wins at Bedford and Thames Valley Park with a 
mixture of the A and B crew boys.  

The J15 crews have finished with a very strong 
second half of term, reversing the results against 
many crews who had previously beaten them earlier 
in the season, crowned with some excellent wins at 
Bedford and Thames Valley regattas.  

The J14s are a slightly smaller group to last year’s, 
but all boys have been involved in racing, including 
3 Octos to National Schools where, for the first time 
in the last 15 years, the A crew made the A final 

finishing 6th. They also picked up silverware at 
many events around the country.  

Well done to all boys involved in the Boat Club.   

 
U19 GB Triallists 
Well done to all BSBC U19 GB triallists this season 
and best of luck over the summer. 
 
Daniel McGregor – invited to GB Crew Formation 
race off (10 July) 
Stanley Breed and Michael Moretto – accepted 
entry for Home International Rowing (13 July) 
Alex Deane and Ben Rioch – accepted entry for 
Home International Rowing (13 July) 
Alex Harrison, Charlie Spencer – February 
invitational trials 
 
 

 
Henley Royal Regatta Crew Selection 
 
The Princess Elizabeth Challenge Cup  
Junior Eights – prequalified & selected. Quarter Finals 
C: Tom Reader 
S: Daniel McGregor 
7: Julian Lainck  
6: Stanley Breed 
5: Oliver Payne 
4: Alex Deane 
3: Oscar Qualtrough 
2: Ben Rioch 
B: Michael Moretto 
 
The Temple Challenge Cup 
Student Eights – 11th of 50. Fastest non-qualifiers 
C: David Shirley 
S: Clement Rahwangi Gough 
7: Sam Deardon 
6: James Sprange 
5: Finley Miller 
4: Toby Northey 
3: Isaac Battersby 
2: Charlie Spencer 
B: Ethan Newton-Walters 
 
The Temple Challenge Cup 
Student Eights – 39th of 50. 
C: John Logan 
S: Sam Else 
7: Max Seebacher 
6: Alex Harrison 
5: Charlie Eggleton 
4: Finlay Mitchell 
3: Oscar Jooste 
2: James Pinkney 
B: Hugo Willson  



2024/25 Head Season 
 
Bedford Small Boats Head 

 
 
Star Head 

 
B1.Op.8+  

J16.8+  

J15.8+  

Op.4+  
 

J16.4+  

J18.4x  

J16.2x  

B2.J16.1x  
 

Quintin Head  

 
J18:  & 16th of 33 
 
Bedford Eights & Fours Head 
B1.Op.8+  

B2.Op.8+  

B3.Op.8+  

J16.8+  

J15.8+  

Op.4-  

J18.4+  

J18.4x  

J14.8x  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hammersmith Head 
Op Jun 8+ Ch  
Op J16 8+ 5th 

 

 
Kingston Head 
Op 8+  

Op J18 8+  

Op J16 8+  & 6th  
Op J15 8+ 7th & 10th  

 
Schools’ Head 
Ch 8+ 8th  
Scj/Jun 2nd 8+ 7th  
Sch/Jun 3rd 8+ 6th  

Sch 1st J16 8+  

Sch/Jun 2nd J16 8+ 8th  

Sch 1st J15 8+  
Sch/Jun 2nd J15 8+ 8th  
Sch/Jun 3rd J15 8+ 7th  

 
Junior Sculling Schools’ Head 
J15.8x+ 8th & 10th J14.8x+ 13th, 31st & 39th  

 
Bedford Spring Small Boats Head 

 
 
 
 
 
  



2025 Regatta Season 
 
JIRR Finals  

 Op J16 8+ Eastern  
 
Wallingford Regatta 
Op Schools 8+ 4th   

 
Bedford Regatta 

 

 

 
 
Nottingham City Regatta 

 Op.J18.8+  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

National Schools’ Regatta 

 

 

 
 
Star Regatta 

 
 
Marlow Regatta 

 
 
 
 



Thames Valley Park Regatta 

 

 
  
Henley Royal Regatta Qualification 

 
 
Reading Town Regatta 

 

Peterborough Regatta

 

 

 

Henley Royal Regatta  

 
 

  
Tim Dellor remarked during the race “they’re 

demonstrating they’ve got some serious class in that 
boat” 

 
 

  
Tim Dellor concluded his commentating with “Bedford 
School class act and they got their pacing all right.” 

 
 

 
Matthew Brittain highlighted the crew is deploying “all the 

watts they've got in the Bedford boat.”  
The end of the BSBC 1st VIII HRR 2025 journey however a 
reminder from Brittain, “respect as ever is so important in 
rowing. Some of these guys will be competing against and 
maybe combining with their opposition in the future. And I 

love the way the bonds are built in this sport.” 
 
 


