
Term Update 
 
After the winter break, the start to the 2024 
rowing season continued to experience multiple 
cancellations due to flooding and adverse 
weather. Extensive local flooding reduced 
water training on a far too regular basis. 
 

 
 
An early social highlight was The Boys in the 
Boat private screening, which was a great 
success to bring BSBC together. An inspiring 
story enjoyed by BSBC, BGSBC, OBs and 
parents! Thanks to the Sheridan brothers, 
featured in the film, for their support on the 
night and to Anna Harrison for initiating the 
event.  
 

 
 
Racing that did run saw less experienced crews 
and particular age groups not being able to 
compete. Most of the 130 boys rowing this 
term managed to get some competitive racing 
at Schools’ Head of the River and Junior 
Sculling Head. 
 
On the Tideway, the fast stream helped to set 
some new school records with the 1st VIII 
taking 29 seconds off the previous school 
course record, set in 2018. The 2nd VIII also  

 
beat the 2018 1st VIII time, so become the 2nd 
quickest Bedford School crew over the Schools’ 
Head course. Many congratulations to both 
crews! 
 
At the end of term, the new 1st VIII naming 
ceremony took place, in honour of Brian 
Cawley (60-69). Followed by its first outing to 
race against the OB’s Phoenix BC.  
 

 
 
Over the Easter break, two BSBC camps 
allowed the crews to develop and hone their 
skills. 31 Seniors and Colts travelled to Sarnen 
in Switzerland, whilst 36 boys from J15 and 
J14 crews experienced the Radley College 
and Dorney Lake facilities.  
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Congratulations to the following Senior rowers 
Major Sports Colours for Rowing awarded to: 

• Daniel McGregor 
• Tom Reader 
• James Sprange 
• Fergus Tongue 

 
Minor Sports Colours for Rowing awarded to: 

• Christopher Bonnington 
• Alexander Deane 
• Alex Harrison 
• Ethan Newton-Walters 
• Clement Rahwangi Gough 

 
 
 

GB Rowing Team U19 Programme saw 
Rupert Apps, James Sprange and Harry Tolmie 
race at the GB Junior Spring Regatta. Well 
done to all seven rowers selected for the trials 
over the Autumn/Winter months. Some will 
have another chance of trials next season. 
 
Summer term fundraising dates for your 
diary include the Bedford Regatta (11 May) 
and the Star Regatta (8 June). BBQ and 
Marshal support is required for 11th May, 
please do get in touch and offer if you can. 
These types of events raise valuable funds for 
the FoBSBC, which enable us to purchase 
technical equipment for the senior and junior 
crews to use.  
 
The 100 Club has grown steadily with support 
from across the school and wider community. 
Over 115 numbers are now in the monthly 
draws with Upper School, Prep School, OB and 
wider community winners! 
  
Draw Results 
 

Month 1st 2nd 3rd 
November  A Parrish C Mullooly S Williams 
December A Shirley A Northey N Oakes 
January A Shirley P Dickens P Borelli 
February J Ward T Woodhouse C Mullooly 

March M Crowe 
L Palmieri 
Roberts N Clements 

 
Annual membership can start any month, so do 
visit the FoBSBC webpage if you’d like to join. 
 
Looking forward to seeing the support 
community out in force for the busy summer 
racing schedule (calendar on pages 3-4). New 
stock of our BSBC lapel pin is available so 
make sure you are sporting BSBC allegiance on 
the riverbank! 

Finally, best of luck to our all our crews who are 
undertaking formal exams and internal exams in 
the Summer term. 

Caroline Northey – Chair 
 
 
A reminder of our Committee & Year Group 
Representatives, who will help support 
Summer Term initiatives. 
Vice Chairs: Sarah Meier & Elaine Franklin 
Y9: Nancy Oakes 
Y10: Sharmila Sohanpal 
Y11: Helen Battersby 
Y12: Anna Harrison 
Y13: Anna Pascall 



 

 

  
Date Event Location Year Group Start Time 

May     

Sunday 5th  Wallingford Regatta Dorney, Eton J18 All day 

Saturday 11th  Rowing: Bedford 
Regatta 

Bedford J18, J16, J15, J14 All day 

Saturday 11th  Nottingham City 
Regatta 

Nottingham J18, J16, J15 All day 

Friday 24th  Rowing: National 
Schools’ Regatta, J14 A, 
B, C 

Dorney J14 All day 

Saturday 25th & 
Sunday 26th  

National Schools’ 
Regatta 

Dorney J18, J16, J15 
Sun: Ch8+ semi’s & 
final 

All day 

June     

Saturday 1st  Rowing: Peterborough 
Spring Regatta 

Peterborough J18, J16 All day 

Saturday 8th  Rowing: Star Regatta Bedford J18, J16, J15, J14 All day 

Sat 15th – Sun 
16th June 

Reading Amateur 
Regatta 

Reading J18 & J16 All day 

Saturday 22nd  Rowing: Marlow 
Regatta 

Dorney, Eton J18, J16, J15A All day 

Sunday 23rd  BASHER II  Dorney  J16, J15, J14 14:00 

Sunday 23rd  Rowing: Thames Valley 
Park Regatta 

Reading J18, J16, J15, J14 All day 

Friday 28th  Rowing: Henley Royal 
Regatta, Qualifying 
races 

Henley  J18 All day 

Saturday 29th    Rowing: Reading Town 
Regatta 

Reading J18, J16, J15 All day 

Saturday 29th  Peterborough J14 
Champs  

Peterborough J14  All day  

Calendar Summer 2024 



 
 

 

 
Date Event Location Year Group Start Time 

July     

 Rowing: 1st VIII 
Training, Henley Royal 
Regatta 

Henley J18 All day 

Tuesday 2nd  J14, J15 Henley Visit  Henley  10 x J14 & J15  All day  

Tuesday 2nd – 
Sunday 7th   

Rowing: Henley Royal 
Regatta 

Henley J18 All day 

Thursday 4th    Rowing: House Regatta, 
Junior and Senior Finals 

Bedford J18, J16, J15, 
J14 

14:00 

To join 100 Club, visit rebrand.ly/fobsbc100club To order lapel pins, visit rebrand.ly/fobsbc 


