
Term Update 
 
After the heat wave at the start of term, 
the British weather provided high winds 
and rain for a lot of autumn thanks to 
five named storms. The 33 boys rowing 
this term had to deal with five event 
cancellations. Bedford Autumn Head 
was the only chance for crews to test 
their skills, resulting in 8 wins – J18 4x, 
Op 4x, B1 Op 4+, J16 4x, J16 4+, J18 
2x, J18 1x, J17 1x. Well done to all boys 
for some hard racing. 
 
The annual Pangbourne Camp gave 45 
boys the chance to build fitness on a 
wide 6 km stretch of the Thames and 
improve technical skills. High water 
levels cut short river training over the 
four days, however land sessions 
ensured maximum benefit. A great team 
building camp that the crews look 
forward to each year.  
 

 
 
Seven boys qualified for the GB Rowing 
Team U19 Programme. The trial 
process is a combination of compulsory 
land-based and water-based 
assessments throughout the season, 
which runs alongside the school 
domestic programme. The rowers will  
 
 

 
 
complete a number of ergometer, land 
and on water assessments throughout 
the season. Some of the trials will be by 
invitation only, based on an individual 
rower’s performances. Best of luck to 
Rupert Apps, Archie Black, Alex 
Harrison, Daniel McGregor, Dylan 
Mitchell, James Sprange and Harry 
Tolmie over the season. 
 

 
 
Hopefully the weather will be kinder for 
the rest of the Head season. Spring term 
sees the return of the Saturday hot 
chocolates and doughnuts to refuel and 
reheat crews. Each year group will be 
hosting a Saturday, led by the year 
group representatives. Do get in touch if 
you can help support.  
 
Future fundraising dates for your diary 
include the Bedford Regatta (11 May) 
and the Star Regatta (8 June). We will 
contact you all again for your support as 
we start the planning process. These 
types of events raise valuable funds for 
the FoBSBC, which enable us to 
purchase technical equipment for the 
senior and junior crews to use.  
 
One new fundraising initiative that 
launched in November was the 100 
Club. Over 100 numbers have been in 
the first 2 draws with current parents 
and an OB enjoying a share of the 
£300+ November & December prize pot.  
Draw Results 
Nov – 1st A Parrish (Yr 7 parent), 2nd C 
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Mullooly (Fifth Form parent), 3rd S 
Williams (Upper Sixth Form parent) 
Dec – 1st A Shirley (Fifth Form & Yr 7 
parent), 2nd A Northey (OB), 3rd N Oakes 
(Fourth Form parent) 
Annual membership can start any 
month, so do visit the FoBSBC webpage 
if you’d like to join. 
 
Bolstering the committee are the Year 
Group Representatives, who will help 
support Spring Term post-training 
refreshments and other initiatives. 
Y9: Nancy Oakes 
Y10: Sharmila Sohanpal 
Y11: Helen Battersby 
Y12: Anna Harrison 
Y13: Anna Pascall 
 
Looking forward to seeing the support 
community out in force for the busy 
spring and summer racing schedule 
(calendar on pages 3-5). 

Finally, some changes in the committee 
saw Kathryn Rioch step down in 
September and Elaine Franklin join Sarah 
Meier as Vice Chair.  

Caroline Northey - Chair 

Old Bedfordian News 

Four of the OB Phoenix Rowers, Connor 
Sheridan (07-18), Jared Sheridan 
(07-16), George Christian (08-18) 

and Ed Lamb 
(10-17) are 
appearing in 
the new film 
directed by 
George 
Clooney, The 
Boys in the 
Boat. Due 
for UK 
release on 
12th January. 
FoBSBC are 

planning a private viewing in Bedford on 
19th January after mock exams (further 
details on page 5). 

 

 

    Benedict Eggeling (14-17) came 
5th at the Rowing World Championships 
in Belgrade, Serbia in September, 
qualifying for the German national Eight 
at 2024 Olympic Games.  

 

^  James Deardon (11-22) earned his 
first GB vest coxing for the GB Men’s 
Eight at the European U23 
Championships in Krefeld, Germany in 
August. 

    Josh Lyon 
(10-20) won 
the 183rd 
Wingfield 
Sculls in the 
purple of 
Reading 
University 
Boat Club 
(the only 
pure sculling 

university), claiming the men’s title 
ahead of a stacked field in October. 
Josh’s season has gone from strength to 
strength, including claiming the U23 
pennant at the Scullers Head of the 
River in September.  



 

Date Event Location Year Group Start Time 

January     

January  Pre-season training Boathouse/school J18, J16, J15 9am-1pm   

Thursday 11th  Yr 9 Parents meet the 
Rowing coaches 

E.M.H.  Yr9 18:00 

Sunday 14th  Star New Year Head Bedford J18 & J15  

Saturday 20th  Rowing: BASHER Head Dorney Lake J18, J16 & J15 14:00 

Saturday 20th Quintin Head London J18, J16 All day 

February     

TBC Friends AGM  Mem Hall   19:00-20:00 

Saturday 3rd    Rowing: Head of the 
Nene 

Peterborough J18 & J16 All day 

Saturday 3rd Rowing: Hampton Head Hampton J15 & J14 All day 

Sunday 11th Rowing: Bedford Head Bedford J18, J16, J15  All day 

Saturday 17th / 
Sunday 18th 

Rowing: GB Junior 
Rowing Winter Trials 

Boston, Lincs J18 All day 

Sunday 18th    Rowing Hammersmith 
Head 

London J18, J16, J15  All day 

Sunday 25th  Rowing: Nottingham 
Head of the Trent 

Nottingham J18 All day 

March     

Saturday 2nd  Rowing: Reading 
University Head. 

Reading J18, J16 & J15 All day 

Saturday 16th  Rowing: Kingston Head. Kingston J18, J16, J15 All day 

Weds 20th  Rowing: Schools’ Head 
of the River Race 

Hammersmith J18, J16, J15 All day  

Friday 22nd  Rowing: Junior Sculling 
Schools’ Head 

Dorney, Eton J14 All day 

Saturday 23rd Head of the River Race  London  J18  All day  

Saturday 23rd OB race    15:00 

Sat 23rd – Tues 
26th  

Rowing: GB Junior 
Trials, Spring 
Assessment 

Holme Pierrepont, 
Nottingham 

J18 All day 

TBC Prep School Indoor 
House Rowing 

EMH Prep School 12:30 - 13:30 

Calendar Spring & Summer 2024 



Date Event Location Year Group Start Time 

April     

8th – 13th  Rowing: Boat Club J18 
Training Camp 

Sarnen, Switzerland J18 & J16 All day 

 9th – 12th  Rowing: Boat Club 
Training Camp – Radley 

Radley College J15 & J14 All day 

Saturday 20th  Rowing: BASHER 
Regatta 

Dorney, Eton J18, J16, J15, J14 14:00 

May     

Sunday 5th  Wallingford Regatta Dorney, Eton J18 All day 

Saturday 11th  Rowing: Bedford 
Regatta 

Bedford J18, J16, J15, J14 All day 

Saturday 11th  Nottingham City 
Regatta 

Nottingham J18, J16, J15 All day 

Friday 24th  Rowing: National 
Schools’ Regatta, J14 A, 
B, C 

Dorney J14 & J15 All day 

Saturday 25th & 
Sunday 26th  

National Schools’ 
Regatta 

Dorney J118, J16, J15 All day 

June     

Saturday 1st  Rowing: Peterborough 
Spring Regatta 

Peterborough J18, J16 All day 

Saturday 8th  Rowing: Star Regatta Bedford J18, J16, J15, J14 All day 

Sat 15th – Sun 
16th June 

Reading Amateur 
Regatta 

Reading J18 & J16 All day 

Saturday 22nd  Rowing: Marlow 
Regatta 

Dorney, Eton J18, J16, J15A All day 

Sunday 23rd  BASHER II  Dorney  J16, J15, J14 14:00 

Sunday 23rd  Rowing: Thames Valley 
Park Regatta 

Reading J18, J16, J15, J14 All day 

Friday 28th  Rowing: Henley Royal 
Regatta, Qualifying 
races 

Henley  J18 All day 

Saturday 29th    Rowing: Reading Town 
Regatta 

Reading J18, J16, J15 All day 

Saturday 29th  Peterborough J14 
Champs  

Peterborough J14  All day  



 
 
 

Date Event Location Year Group Start Time 

July     

 Rowing: 1st VIII 
Training, Henley Royal 
Regatta 

Henley J18 All day 

Tuesday 2nd  J14, J15 Henley Visit  Henley  10 x J14 & J15  All day  

Tuesday 2nd – 
Sunday 7th   

Rowing: Henley Royal 
Regatta 

Henley J18 All day 

Thursday 4th    Rowing: House Regatta, 
Junior and Senior Finals 

Bedford J18, J16, J15, 
J14 

14:00 

To join 100 Club, visit rebrand.ly/fobsbc100club To order cinema tickets, visit WisePay (trip & visit payments) 


